
Weekly News Magazines, February 22, 2013

March 1, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend, February 22, 2013 
Cover reads: Wide sky for digital TV 

From Matichon Weekly, February 22, 2013 
Cover reads: Elephant rank, bureaucrat monk 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Nation-Weekend_22-Feb-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Matichon-Weekly_22-Feb-2013.jpg


Yingluck and Ratree

March 1, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, February 11, 2013 
Cartoon title: Repair, but not revenge 
Tag on the woman on the left: Ratree 
Phi Nooring: Women understand each other. 
Man mouse: Responsibility + ideology 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/thairathsia130211.jpg


Thaksin Afraid of Being Caught Like Kamnan Poh

March 1, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, February 6, 2013 
Left: Servant: Master, the police officer from Thailand would like to meet you. 
Thaksin: Probably, he wants me to help getting promoted. What’s his name? 
Right: His name is Pol.Lt.Gen. Pongpat Chanyapan. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/130206manager.jpeg


Plans of 9/Plans of 16

March 1, 2013
Categories: Elections

Symbol on top left: Democrat Party 
Join in for worse… and for better 
Love Bangkok, let’s take Bangkok forward right away 
Vote for MR. Sukhumbhand Paribhata, No. 16

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/16Help.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/16MassTransit.jpg


Symbol on top left: Democrat Party 
Electric trains – 5 routes of monorail connecting the transportation system; cutting fares of the extended parts
– Done… and will keep doing 
Bangkok move forward right away 
Vote for MR. Sukhumbhand Paribhata, No. 16

New changes, seamless but not checkless  
Please vote for Pol. Gen. Dr. Pongsapas Pongcharoen, the Pheu Thai Party, No. 9 as Bangkok governor 

New changes, seamless for the future of the Bangkokians 
Please vote for Pol. Gen. Dr. Pongsapas Pongcharoen, the Pheu Thai Party, No. 9 as Bangkok governor

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/9Cameras.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/9Education.jpg


Reduce crime rate of every kind by 20% in the first year; 
Reduce crimes against tourists, children, women, senior people by 50% 
Reduce losses from fire incidences and other disasters to residences and tall buildings by 50% 
Please vote for Pol. Gen. Dr. Pongsapas Pongcharoen, the Pheu Thai Party, No. 9 as Bangkok governor

Symbol on top left: Democrat Party 
A bridge across the Chao Praya river from Kiak Kai to Thonburi to facilitate the traffic flow 
Done… and will keep doing 
Bangkok move forward right away 
Vote for MR. Sukhumbhand Paribhata, No. 16

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/16Bridges.jpg


Top Candidates Weighed Down

March 1, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons – Arun

From Arun, February, 2012

The cartoon reads: 
Mr.Sukhumbhand Paribatra 
Pol Gen Pongsapat Pongcharoen 
Same weight 
The Sign: Bangkok 
The logo is the logo of the Bangkok Metropolitan authority

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=488074424592101&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=488074424592101&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1


Muay Thai: Years After His Heyday, Thailand’s Favorite Son
Returns to Home Ring

March 1, 2013
Categories: Sports

Muay Thai: Years After His Heyday, Thailand’s Favorite Son Returns to Home Ring – NYT, March 1, 2013 
Before his Olympic gold medal, before his sponsorship deals, his movies and his music, Somluck Kamsing
was one of thousands of young muay Thai fighters from Isan, Thailand’s poorest region…

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/01/sports/muay-thai-fighter-somluck-kamsing-returns-to-home-ring.html


Minimalist, hand-painted Bangkok Governor campaign poster

March 1, 2013
Categories: Elections

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/1303BangkokGovernor2.jpg


Defacing Democrat Party posters: “Party of Criminal”

March 1, 2013
Categories: Elections

The red message reads: The Party of criminal

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/1303message.jpg


Bangkok election could herald new chapter in turbulent Thai
politics

March 1, 2013
Categories: Elections

Bangkok election could herald new chapter in turbulent Thai politics – Reuters, March 1, 2013 
…Some believe a win by her party in Bangkok will cement that, strengthening her hand in governing the
country of 60 million people and making it harder for her rivals in the military and royalist establishment to
oust her, as they did her brother in a 2006 coup…

Yingluck Seeks Bangkok Win as Opposition Weakens: Southeast Asia – Bloomberg, March 1, 2013 
…“We’re looking now at the next two elections, certainly the next election and probably the one beyond,
where the Democrats still don’t have a team that can beat Thaksin’s machine,” Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a
professor at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, said by phone. “Thaksin will be emboldened if
Pongsapat wins, but I don’t think that increased confidence is going to be enough for him to make a new bid
to return…”

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/01/us-thailand-election-idUSBRE92009520130301
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-02-28/yingluck-seeks-bangkok-win-as-opposition-weakens-southeast-asia


Bangkokians are more easily manipulated than Isan people

March 1, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, February 26, 2013 
Thaksin Shinawatra: Tut!… Bangkokians are more easily manipulated than Isan people!!! 
From the crowd from left: Wow… so smart; Wow… adorable; Oh!… the new governor. 
Caption: Be careful… The owner of the power pole will look down up on you. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/manager130226.jpeg


UK Rights Worker Sued for defaming Thai company – Faces jail
time and massive fines

March 1, 2013
Categories: Human Rights

UK Rights Worker Sued for defaming Thai company – Faces jail time and massive fines –
frontlinedefenders.org, February 26, 2013 
…The human rights defender is accused of defaming and damaging the company by “broadcasting false
statements to public media”, following the publication of a report in January 2013 which he co-authored and
researched. A trial date has reportedly been set for 10 April 2013, while evidence would be heard on 28
April. If convicted, Andy Hall faces a fine of 300 million Baht (approx €7.7 million). 
In additional to the lawsuit above, a lawsuit was lodged against Andy Hall on the criminal charge of
broadcasting false statements based on a complaint filed by the Natural Fruit Company. If found guilty under
these charges, the human rights defender could be imprisoned for a maximum of 2 years, with an additional
fine of 200,000 Baht (approx €5,100)…

http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/node/21806


Last Message from the Democrats

March 1, 2013
Categories: Elections

From top to bottom: Democrat Party 
Did it… and will continue doing it. 
On the the pink strip: Democrat Party stands together with Bangkok people. 
Vote Mr. Sukhumbhand Paribatra No. 16

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/1303BangkokGovernor.jpg


No. 7 – I don’t lie to the people

March 1, 2013
Categories: Elections

I don’t lie to the people. 
Bangkok 
3 months clean 
6 months convenience 
9 months comfortable 
12 months peace 
Please vote Natdanai (former President of Saksit Alloy Stainless Inter Co.Ltd.) 
No.7 for Bangkok governor 
On 3 March 2013

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/1303BangkokGovernor7.jpg


On the Electric Pole Among the Ruins

March 2, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, February 27, 2013 
Sign: Bangkok’s gubernatorial election… 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/komchadluek130227.jpg


And the rest… (part 2)

March 2, 2013
Categories: Elections

Vote for the group of “Above the Cloud”… fear of being dominated  
Vote a group which only talks but no action… fear of being obstructed  
Vote Seripisut… who is neutral 
Reduce the intensive competition among political parties to govern the city. 
Bangkok must not be under the political party. 
Power of Bangkok 
Vote Pol Gen Seripisut Temiyavet  No.11 
An earnest Bangkok governor

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/11Final.jpg


Get bored with political parties? 
Hate corruption 
Vote Seripisut 
Please vote Seripisut Temiyavet No.11 
An earnest Bangkok Governor

Bangkok people join hands to support Pol. Gen. Seripisut Temeyavet to become Bangkok governor 
The Governor should not come from any political party which has a conflict of interest and hidden agenda.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/11Nonpartisan.jpg


Executive manager in coordination with all 10 directions  
Kosit Suvijjit 
Independent candidate 
No. 10 
Willing to travel 24 hours 
24-hour Bangkok



Return of the Cockroach King

March 2, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

From ASTV Weekend, March 2-8, 2013 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130302ASTVWeekend.jpg


Bangkok Governor’s race: The last turn

March 3, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

Cartoon title: The last turn 
Flag in Sukhumbhand Paribhata, No. 16’s hands: If I lose, I’ll quit politics. 
Flag in Pol. Gen. Pongsapas Pongcharoen, No. 9’s hands: Return happiness to Bangkokians.

From Manager, March 1, 2013 
Thaksin Shinawatra: I’m practicing performing a puppet with my feet… After the 3rd, I’ll have one more
puppet theater to run. 
Caption: The owner of the puppet theater is seriously rehearsing. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Thairath130223sia.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/manager130301.jpeg


Bangkok Governor: The Surprise Win

March 3, 2013
Categories: Analysis, Elections

Top poster: Democrat Party – Bangkok can move forward immediately – Please vote no. 16
Mr.Sukhumbhand Paribatra – www.sukhumbhand.com 
Bottom poster: Please vote Pol Gen Pongsapat Pongcharoen No. 9 – Pheu Thai Party

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/169.jpg


Notorious Figure in the Trafficking of Wildlife, Out of Reach of the
Law

March 4, 2013
Categories: Wildlife and Nature

Above: Making it big on the front page of the International Herald Tribune

In Trafficking of Wildlife, Out of Reach of the Law – NYT, March 3, 2013 
…Mr. Vixay is notorious among investigators and government officials in several countries fighting to cut
off syndicates operating a thriving trade in endangered animals that spans continents and has led to the
slaughter of elephants in Africa, the illegal killings of rhinoceroses and the decimation of other species living
in Asia’s jungles. 
Mr. Vixay, says one investigator, is the “Pablo Escobar of wildlife trafficking…”

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/04/world/asia/notorious-figure-in-animal-smuggling-beyond-reach-in-laos.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/04/world/asia/notorious-figure-in-animal-smuggling-beyond-reach-in-laos.html


Illegal immigration & forced labor: Thailand is on par
w/Afghanistan, Chad & Iraq

March 4, 2013
Categories: Refugees and Migrants

Thailand’s illegal immigrants: A deadly cocktail – The Economist, March 2, 2013 

… likes to think of itself as a civilised and sophisticated society. But according to the State Department,
when it comes to problems of illegal immigration and forced labour, Thailand is on a par with Afghanistan,
Chad, Iraq and Niger. Thailand sits on the “Tier 2 Watch List”, a notch above the worst of the worst. If it
slips down this year, as it might, it will join a rogue’s gallery including Eritrea, Sudan, Syria and Zimbabwe.
If America’s usual procedures were followed, relegation would trigger sanctions against Thailand, including
the blocking of relations with the IMF and the World Bank. 
…A backlash in the United States has grown against Thai seafood products. In September one large seafood
importer and distributor, Mazzetta, suspended its dealings with a supplier, Thai Royal, after a film exposed
working conditions at one of its factories. Consumer boycotts in America, however, appear not to be hurting
the shrimp industry much. Action taken by the American government would hurt much more…

http://www.economist.com/news/asia/21572800-long-standing-worker-abuses-get-some-serious-attention-deadly-cocktail


Anti-Gambling Sign

March 5, 2013
Categories: Signs and Billboards

The sign reads: Living in this house can become poor if the persons gamble… consulting to stop gambling
tel: 1323

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/1302signb.jpg


Thai Furby

March 5, 2013
Categories: Uncategorized

From Komchadluek, February 11, 2013 
Cartoon title: “Thai Furby” 
Thai Furby at the Prime Minister’s podium: Isn’t that good? Do you like it? 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/komchadluek130211.jpg


Attacking Anwar: Journalists took secret money for critical pieces
about Malaysian opposition candidate

March 5, 2013
Categories: Malaysia

Journalists took secret money for critical pieces about Malaysian opposition candidate – BoingBoing, March
2, 2013
The government of Malaysia hired a US PR firm to pay conservative journalists to write articles critical of a
opposition leader running on a pro-democracy platform for The Huffington Post, The Guardian, The
National Review, The San Francisco Examiner, Red State, and The Washington Times. The writers who took
the money then wrote for their usual places, but didn’t disclose that they were getting money from a third
party to criticize Anwar Ibrahim…

http://boingboing.net/2013/03/02/journalists-took-secret-money.html


North Korea builds mysterious “panorama museum” in Cambodia

March 5, 2013
Categories: Cambodia, North Korea

N Korea builds mysterious “panorama museum” in Cambodia – india.com, March 4, 2013 
North Korea’s first “tangible” monument in Cambodia, one of the reclusive state’s closest allies in Asia, is
set to open soon in Siem Reap near the ancient Angkor Wat temple complex. 
But the purpose of the nearly complete “panorama museum,” 70 meters in diameter and 48 meters high,
remains mysterious…

http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/n-korea-builds-mysterious-panorama-museum-in-cambodia_832856.html


Cambodia: Free journalist from two-decade prison sentence

March 5, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Cambodia: Free journalist from two-decade prison sentence – amnesty.org, March 4, 2013 
…“Mam Sonando’s case is indicative of an extremely worrying trend: the Cambodian courts are being used
to silence human rights defenders, particularly in the context of conflicts over land ownership and forced
evictions,” Abbott said…

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/cambodia-free-journalist-two-decade-prison-sentence-2013-03-04


Street Art Invades Bangkok

March 5, 2013
Categories: Art

Street Art Invades Bangkok – WSJ, March 5, 2013 
…“I love the idea of having art come to people and not the other way around,” said graphic designer
Nicholas Dali of Bangkok-based Nemo Studio, which co-organized the festival along with edgy Toot Yung
Gallery and noncommercial art space BKK Arthouse. “There is a real interaction between the place, the
audience, and the artist, which makes street art a very unique form…”

http://blogs.wsj.com/scene/2013/03/05/street-art-invades-bangkok/


Seven Years Ago: The anti-Thaksin rally

March 5, 2013
Categories: Today in History

(Photo: Peter)

Seven Years Ago: The anti-Thaksin rally

http://2bangkok.com/06-mar5rallyc.shtml
http://2bangkok.com/06-mar5rallyc.shtml


Thai billionaires on the Forbes list

March 5, 2013
Categories: Business

Thai billionaires on the Forbes list

http://www.forbes.com/billionaires/#page:1_sort:0_direction:asc_search:_filter:All%20industries_filter:Thailand_filter:All%20states
http://www.forbes.com/billionaires/#page:1_sort:0_direction:asc_search:_filter:All%20industries_filter:Thailand_filter:All%20states


Thaksin’s son and Kamnan Poh’s son

March 6, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, February 12, 2013 
Thaksin: Poh has a son who is better than ours. Our son only plays Facebook. 
Headline of the newspaper: Pae is planning to seek royal pardon for Poh. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Manager130212.jpeg


Police Can Demand Money

March 6, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, February 14, 2013 
Police: Hey!! Why do you put your hands up? I’ve just asked for tae-ear only. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/komchadluek130214.jpg


Quick, Hide Under Her Dress

March 6, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, February 11, 2013 
Yingluck: My son, Tong… Hurry up, come and hide in here.  My brother Thaksin is going to reshuffle the
cabinet again. 
Caption: Safe haven of Tong

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Manager130211.jpeg


Hilarious News

March 6, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, February 17, 2013 
Cartoon title: Hilarious news 
Top left: Anti-short skirts among students, yet support marathon kissing contest (ha)!  
Top middle: Unlucky police officers asking for money on Chinese New Year, but ran into reporters (ha)!  
Top right: Human beings are outwitted by Furby doll (ha)!  
Bottom left: Make it and drink it (ha)! 
Sign on desk from left: DSI makes an accusation; DSI investigates; DSI judges (ha)!  

Bottom middle: Foreign media exposed Thailand for having a Prime Minister whose only duty is to cut
ribbons, and another prime minister who Skypes (ha)!  
The sign reads: Khun Nay(ok) (ha)!  
Bottom right: Assigned a person who dares not travel to the three provinces in the deep South; on elephant:
problem in the South

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/thairathchai130217.jpg


Online grocery retailing opportunity in China, Thailand

March 6, 2013
Categories: Business

Online opportunity in China, Thailand – just-food.com, March 5, 2013 
…China and Thailand will cram into just 24-36 months what it took UK grocery retailing about 45 years to
achieve…

http://www.just-food.com/analysis/online-opportunity-in-china-thailand_id122404.aspx


In Praise of Thaksin: Lessons the US Should Learn from Thailand’s
Focus on the Poor

March 6, 2013
Categories: The Thaksin Years

The Oracle of Thailand – huffingtonpost.com, March 5, 2013 
…”A famous Cornell professor once lived in Northeast Thailand and came up with a term to describe the
people there: cosmopolitan villagers,” Pansak tells me. “When the Thai party first started 11 years or so with
Thaksin, we researched the northeast and found a net positive income — not from rice, but from other
activities. Thai people in the northeast have more passports than Bangkok Chinese. They work in Gulf States
and are cosmopolitan. We found that info and no one else cared…”

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/stanley-weiss/the-oracle-of-thailand_b_2812460.html


Deeply Divided Thai Government Makes Southern Peace Unlikely

March 6, 2013
Categories: The Thai Deep South

More Than Words Needed on Southern Thailand – thediplomat.com, March 6, 2013 
…All this is easier said than done. Civilian leaders may not have the courage to rein in the military, or the
political capital to do so if southern Thailand is subordinated to other important issues in the country’s
fractious politics, as it has been in the past. It may be difficult for Bangkok to acquiesce to some form of
autonomy without questioning the unity and legitimacy of the Thai state. And even if the government does
pursue these steps in good faith, it remains to be seen whether the insurgents that matter can transform
themselves from fighters into negotiators who eventually lay down their arms…

http://thediplomat.com/asean-beat/2013/03/06/more-than-words-needed-on-southern-thailand/


Indonesia to pass Thailand as Region’s Largest Vehicle Market

March 6, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Indonesia on the road to overtaking Thailand – theaustralian.com.au, March 6, 2013 
This year Indonesia could pass Thailand to become the largest vehicle market, by unit sales, in Southeast
Asia…

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/opinion/indonesia-on-the-road-to-overtaking-thailand/story-e6frg9if-1226591085019


Thai E-book Provider Ookbee Adds 6,000 New Users Each Day

March 6, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Thai E-book Provider Ookbee Adds 6,000 New Users Each Day – techcrunch.com, March 6, 2013 
It seems the e-book market in Thailand has been quietly flourishing, at least according to a local provider of
digital books and magazines, Ookbee…

http://techcrunch.com/2013/03/05/thai-e-book-provider-ookbee-adds-6000-new-users-each-day/
http://www.ookbee.com/


On the Dead Pig

March 7, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 7, 2013 
Left, frog: There is both good news… and bad news. Which one do you want to hear first? 
Voice: Good news 
Middle, frog: We joined forces and are able to defeat Ai Maew and his power pole. 
Voice: And what is the bad news? 
Right, voice: We have to be stuck with this pig for another 4 years. 
Caption: Bangkok Kob  

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Manager130307.jpeg


Elder Energy – Won’t be a burden to anyone

March 7, 2013
Categories: Elections

Won’t be a burden to anyone, but will use every remaining breath to build a foundation of a society. Elder
Energy Group – Follow their potentiality on facebook.com/ElderEnergy 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/1302ElderEnergyC.jpg


“Fake goods” Buyers are in danger while sellers are in big trouble!

March 7, 2013
Categories: Signs and Billboards

The billboard reads: 2556 is the year of anti-intellectual property rights violations. “Fake goods” Buyers are
in danger while sellers are in big trouble! 
If you see any IP rights violations, call the Center for Combating IP Rights Violation. 02-547-4703 P.O.Box
2 Ministry of Commerce, Hot line: 1368 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/1302Sign.jpg


America, Liberia, Myanmar: The Anti-Metric System Holdouts

March 7, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

America, Liberia, Myanmar: The Anti-Metric System Holdouts – ibtimes.com, March 2, 2013 
…the metric system, the international system of measurement now officially adopted by all but three nations
in the world: Myanmar (formerly known as Burma), Liberia — and the United States…

http://www.ibtimes.com/america-liberia-myanmar-anti-metric-system-holdouts-1109357


Domino’s Pizza Returns to Bangkok

March 7, 2013
Categories: Food and Drink

Domino’s Pizza Opens First Store in Bangkok – sacbee.com, March 6, 2013 

Domino’s Pizza (NYSE: DPZ), the recognized world leader in pizza delivery, has opened its first store in
Thailand, with the promise of hot, delicious pizza for the residents in the heart of Bangkok on Sukhumvit
Road, Soi 22…

http://www.sacbee.com/2013/03/06/5240181/dominos-pizza-opens-first-store.html


Psych-rock from Thailand

March 7, 2013
Categories: Music

 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/IYGl-l0Toig

Psych-rock from Thailand – BoingBoing, March 6, 2013 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/IYGl-l0Toig
http://boingboing.net/2013/03/06/psych-rock-from-thailand.html


Thai Military Opened Fire and Killed Rohingya North of Phuket,
Say Boatpeople, Villagers

March 7, 2013
Categories: Myanmar/Burma, Refugees and Migrants

Thai Military Opened Fire and Killed Rohingya North of Phuket, Say Boatpeople, Villagers –
phuketwan.com, March 6, 2013 
…The killings, which are said to have occurred on February 22, came during a botched attempt by the
military to transfer about 20 would-be refugees from the large boat on which they arrived from Burma
(Myanmar) with 110 others, to a much smaller vessel. 
When some feared they would be separated from family members, they jumped in the water and the military
men opened fire during the predawn incident, the witnesses said…

http://phuketwan.com/tourism/thai-military-opened-fire-killed-rohingya-north-phuket-boatpeople-locals-17692/


Putting Out the Fire with a Curfew

March 8, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Post Today, February 19, 2013 
Near the banana peel: Curfew 
In the fire: Southern fire. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/130219PostToday.jpg


Threatening the Bank of Thailand

March 8, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, February 18, 2013 
Finance Minister Kittirat Na Ranong: They refuse to decrease the interest rate no matter what we’ve done.
Now try sending this barn owl to threaten them. They may be scared. 
On building: Bank of Thailand 
Caption: “Grong the red pant” gang would do just anything. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/130218Manager.jpeg


Reporting to the Boss

March 8, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, February 15, 2013 
Left, soldier: Ma’ am, we’ve lost more than six thousands lives. 
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra: Yes, dear. 
Right, militia: Sir, we’ve lost 16 militias. 
Militia leader: What!… Is it that serious!? 
Caption: Reactions of the two leaders 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Manager130215.jpeg


Burmese media free to print daily newspapers for the first time in
five decades

March 8, 2013
Categories: Myanmar/Burma

In Burma, the End of Censorship Means a Scramble to Figure Out Journalism – The Atlantic, March 7, 2013 
…For now, only the staff of The Yangon Times can see their creation, as daily private newspapers remain
illegal across Burma. For the last three months, the dailies have been written, edited and printed on
photocopiers as practice for the day when that ban will be lifted. After five decades of military rule and strict
media controls, that long-awaited day is fast approaching, and journalists around the country are up against
the most exciting deadline they have ever faced: April 1, the first day in decades when daily newspapers can
be sold freely…

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/03/in-burma-the-end-of-censorship-means-a-scramble-to-figure-out-journalism/273798/


“He damaged our company’s reputation”: British activist fighting to
avoid Thai defamation jail term

March 8, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

“He damaged our company’s reputation”: British activist fighting to avoid Thai defamation jail term – AFP,
March 8, 2013 
…”Politically charged criminal and civil prosecutions against me are likely part of a wider and more
aggressive campaign to silence me and my colleagues, to undermine freedom of expression more generally
in Thailand, and to distract me from my work to enhance protection of migrant workers and reduce their
systematic exploitation,” Hall, 33, told AFP by email on Wednesday…

http://www.thephuketnews.com/british-activist-fighting-to-avoid-thai-jail-term-37601.php


Thaksin’s lobbyist Robert Amsterdam in Africa

March 8, 2013
Categories: Robert Amsterdam

Here are some recent stories from the Zambian press attacking Robert Amsterdam. Amsterdam is also a
lobbyist for Thaksin Shinawatra. Amsterdam is lobbying for ex-Zambian president Rupiah Banda who was
defeated in a disputed election in 2011.

The Amsterdam blog supporting Red Shirts on such issues such as freedom for lese majeste detainees and
murder charges against former PM Abhisit has gone quiet this year, previously averaging 3-4 stories a
month, but in 2013 it has only one story so far (although Amsterdam did get on the Bangkok Governor
bandwagon and insist Abhisit would be finished once Pheu Thai won).

Kabimba: Opposition playing into Amsterdam’s agenda – postzambia.com, March 7, 2013 
…”Mr Amsterdam is a senile old man who is a gold-digger…He wants to turn the victims of such situations
into villains and villains into victims. President (Thaksin) Shinawatra ran a corrupt regime against the
people of Thailand, so the people of Thailand were the victims of his deeds and so is Mr Rupiah Banda,” he
said…

Robert Amsterdam is an economic vampire – Mpombo – postzambia.com, March 4, 2013

Zambia: Rupiah Banda Challenged Over Amsterdam’s Insults – allafrica.com, February 26, 2013

Rupiah is insulting Zambians – Kabimba – postzambia.com, February 22, 2013 
…Amsterdam, who described people calling for the lifting of Banda’s immunity as praise singers, further
stated: “…President Michael Sata’s government is persecuting Banda in a completely opposite, backwards
fashion.” 
Amsterdam stated that the government had turned the fight against corruption into a political instrument…

Statement: Calls to Remove Former President Banda’s Immunity are Politically Motivated –
robertamsterdam.com, February 19, 2013

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rupiah_Banda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zambian_general_election,_2011
http://robertamsterdam.com/thailand/
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/opinion/Democrat-loss-in-the-capital-would-be-disastrous-30200489.html
http://www.postzambia.com/post-read_article.php?articleId=30439
http://www.postzambia.com/post-read_article.php?articleId=30396
http://allafrica.com/stories/201302260811.html
http://www.postzambia.com/post-read_article.php?articleId=30326
http://robertamsterdam.com/zambia/2013/02/19/statement-calls-to-remove-former-president-bandas-immunity-are-politically-motivated/


Thai teen pregnancy rate is the highest in Southeast Asia after Laos

March 9, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Thailand struggles to curb high teen pregnancy rate – Reuters, March 8, 2012 
…Mallika’s situation is, sadly, far from unusual. Thailand’s teenage pregnancy rate is the highest in
Southeast Asia after neighboring Laos, according to the Bureau of Reproductive Health at the Thai Public
Health Ministry…

http://news.yahoo.com/thailand-struggles-curb-high-teen-pregnancy-rate-045312739.html


The execution of the Mekong River pirate: What really happened
between Chinese & Thai authorities?

March 9, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News, China

Did China execute the wrong pirate? – atimes.com, March 8, 2013 

…”The most charitable case that can be made for the performance per this version of events is that, having
been alerted to a drug run, it stood idly buy as the hijackers forced the captains to sail into Chiang Saen at
gunpoint, executed them, and motored off in speedboats. 
…Given the complexity of the operation and the systematic brutality involved, one Chiang Mai-based
analyst familiar with drug trafficking operations on both sides of the border was inclined to draw two
conclusions. The first was that the original shipment was actually far greater than the 920,000 tablets finally
retrieved at Chiang Saen and that the bulk of it was likely taken ashore either on the Lao or Myanmar bank
well north of the tri-border area. What was left was a credible minimum for which the Thai troops could
claim credit and a cash reward in addition to a share of the loot. The second conclusion was that the
systematically conducted slaughter allegedly carried out by the Thai troops was intended as a calculated and
unmistakable message from one criminal group to another as much as a means of disposing of witnesses…

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/CHIN-01-080313.html


Uncovering CIA prison renditions from Thailand to Poland

March 9, 2013
Categories: Thai Secret Prison

Poland Cornered Over Its Secret Prisons – Inter Press Service, March 8, 2013 
…Poland seems to be this new location. Documents disclosed by the Polish Border Guards to the Polish
Helsinki Foundation show that flight N63MU landed at Polish Szymany airport on Dec. 5, 2002, coming
from Thailand (where CIA prisoners were thought to have been taken at first) via Dubai with eight
passengers and four crew members; it left Poland with only the four crew. 
No other flights – but N63MU to Poland – on which Al-Nashiri could have been moved have been
discovered: “We have comprehensive data for 200-300 planes suspected or known to have done renditions –
all U.S. registered private jets,” Crofton Black, investigator at UK NGO Reprieve, told IPS. “Having
surveyed all these planes, it does appear there is no other relevant movement from Thailand on or around
Dec. 5.” Black, however, adds that relevant flights might still be discovered…

More: Cat’s Eye: News on the Secret Thai Prison

http://www.iede.co.uk/news/2013_1220/poland-cornered-over-its-secret-prisons
http://2bangkok.com/category/thai-secret-prison


The New Elected Authoritarians – Chavez, Thaksin, Morales

March 9, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Chavez Was Authoritarian, but Also Elected – cfr.org, March 6, 2013 

…Like Chavez, a spate of other elected leaders—Thaksin Shinawatra in Thailand, Evo Morales in Bolivia
and Ollanta Humara in Peru, to name a few— have shown little dedication to constitutionalism or the rule of
law once firmly entrenched in office… 
These are regimes where leaders gain power through democratic elections and then change the constitution
and other laws to weaken checks and balances on the executive, thus ensuring the regime’s continuity and its
almost total autonomy while still retaining a patina of democratic legitimacy…

http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/2013/03/06/chavez-was-authoritarian-but-also-elected/


Thai Ratings Raised by Fitch on Yingluck Stability

March 11, 2013
Categories: Economy

Thai Ratings Raised by Fitch on Yingluck Stability – Bloomberg, March 11, 2013 
Thailand’s credit rating was restored to BBB+ by Fitch Ratings four years after political turmoil prompted a
cut, signaling confidence in Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s ability to maintain social stability…

http://www.businessweek.com/news/2013-03-10/thailand-raised-by-fitch-on-yingluck-stability-southeast-asia


Saudi Interior Ministry to continue ban on Thailand recruitment

March 11, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Interior Ministry to continue ban on Thailand recruitment – saudigazette.com.sa, March 11, 2013 
…The Kingdom has stopped recruitment of housemaids from Indonesia and the Philippines after the two
southeast Asian countries asked for contracts that would ensure better rights for their housemaids. 
…Relations between Riyadh and Bangkok have been strained over the past few decades. 
Saudi citizens are not allowed to travel to Thailand without official consent from the Ministry of Interior and
provincial governorates. 

http://www.saudigazette.com.sa/index.cfm?method=home.regcon&contentid=20130311156331


Say NO TO BRIBES and help stamp out corruption in Thailand

March 11, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Interesting saga Richard Barrow had dealing with a Thai government official asking for a 1000 baht bribe.
Here’s a photo of the revenue officer in question.

https://twitter.com/RichardBarrow/status/310954225993654272/photo/1
https://twitter.com/RichardBarrow
https://twitter.com/RichardBarrow/status/310954225993654272/photo/1


For Thai rape victims, seeking justice is another assault

March 11, 2013
Categories: Crime

For Thai rape victims, seeking justice is another assault – trustlaw, March 8, 2013 
…Rape laws are badly drafted or weakly enforced. Police and judges are insensitive, poorly trained and
sometimes corrupt. 
In a culture that objectifies and commodifies women, society tends to blame rape victims, posing serious
barriers for women who are sexually assaulted…

http://www.trust.org/trustlaw/news/for-thai-rape-victims-seeking-justice-is-another-assault/


Weekly News Magazines, March 1, 2013

March 12, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend: March 1, 2013 
Cover reads: Put the fire out in Malay 

From Matichon Weekly, March 1, 2013 
Cover reads: Says she likes it when she does, and loves it if she does 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Nation-Weekend-1-March-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Matichon-Weekly_01March2013.jpg


Another Yingluck Billboard

March 12, 2013
Categories: Signs and Billboards

The sign reads: The future of Thailand is in hands of its people with a democratic constitution. 
From left: Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, Education Deputy Minister Sermsak Pongpanich, Deputy
Prime Minister and Education Minister Pongthep Thepkanchana 
Left symbol: Education Ministry 
Right symbol: Department of Non-formal Education

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Yingluckbillboard.jpg


Thaksin’s “Electric Pole” Candidate Laid to Rest

March 12, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 4, 2013 
Caption: Yesterday, Bangkokians put the power pole under ground.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130404Manager.jpeg


Thaksin Hiding in the Birth Canal for Amnesty

March 12, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 12, 2013 
Man in front of buffalo: This buffalo didn’t do anything wrong. We should grant it amnesty fast. 
Man behind buffalo: Don’t stick your head out, boss… They’d find out that you’re hiding in here!!! 
Caption: Stuffed buffalo

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130312manager.jpeg


People’s Revolution Knocks Down Thaksin’s Electric Pole

March 12, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Naewna, March 5, 2013 
Caption: People Revolution!!! People Revolution!! Bring the city back from people who burned it. 
Over the tank: Numerous votes for Mr. Sukhumbhand Paribatra to be governor. 
A man carrying the electric pole: Former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130405Naewna.jpg


Stopping Him From Releasing the Prisoners

March 12, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, March 12, 2013 
Cartoon title: So narrow minded, too brutal 
On the Death’s blade: Democrat Party 
On sleeve of man pulling jacket: PAD  
On head ban of man pulling jacket: Fighting for national sovereignty 

On Charoen’s shirt: Charoen 
On key’s tag: Parliament 
Above key: Amnesty 
On base of jail: Political prisoners 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130312thairathsia.jpg


Chalerm Packing for a Trip to the Deep South

March 13, 2013
Categories: Chalerm Yubamrung, Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 13, 2013 
Wife: Dad, why do you bring a lot of adult Pampers? 
Chalerm: In case I hear a bomb, then I pee!! 
Caption: Deputy Prime Minister Chalerm will have to prepare to visit the Deep South. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130313manager.jpeg


Hopes for Peace at the Border

March 13, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia, Preah Vihear

From Thairath, February 24, 2013 
Cartoon title: A peaceful meal on landmines 
On landmines from left: PAD ; the case at the Word Court of Justice 
Signs from the crowd, from left: No World Court of Justice; the Network of the Thai people who love their
nation and their land 
Phi Nooring: May it resolve well 
Man mouse: Peace for the two nations 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Thairath130224sia.jpg


Remembering the Thaksin Years: Bombing Saddam

March 13, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia, The Thaksin Years

From Thairath, March 13, 2003 
Cartoon title: Shadow of death in the Arab land 
Shredded paper on the floor: UN Arm Inspection committee

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/t061.jpg


Thanks from the Democrats

March 13, 2013
Categories: Elections

The sign reads: Democrat Party – Thank you all for your votes. It will drive us to move forward to continue
to work immediately.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/DemocratThanks.jpg


Thailand: Fleeing Rohingya Shot in Sea by Navy

March 13, 2013
Categories: Human Rights, Refugees and Migrants

Thailand: Fleeing Rohingya Shot in Sea by Navy – HRW, March 13, 2013 
…On February 22, 2013, Thai sailors near a pier in Phang Nga province fired on a group of about 20
Rohingya asylum seekers who had been in navy custody since the previous day, when their boat with about
130 on board had run out of fuel on its journey from Burma to Malaysia…

http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/03/13/thailand-fleeing-rohingya-shot-sea-navy


Miti Ruangkritya’s Tranquil Portraits of Flooded Bangkok

March 13, 2013
Categories: Art

Miti Ruangkritya’s Tranquil Portraits of Flooded Bangkok – artinfo.com, March 12, 2013 
…”In contrast to the frenetic images in the media, I wanted to capture the sense of stillness within the
dread,” says Ruangkritya…

http://www.artinfo.com/news/story/877846/miti-ruangkrityas-tranquil-portraits-of-flooded-bangkok


Cambodian police beat demonstrators marching toward PM Hun
Sen’s house

March 13, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Cambodian police beat protesters – Bangkok Post, March 13, 2013

http://www.bangkokpost.com/breakingnews/340296/cambodian-police-beat-eviction-protesters


Inflating GDP

March 14, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Post Today, February 20, 2013 
On the hose: Borrow, borrow, borrow, borrow 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/130220PostToday.jpg


Pitiful Death of the Electric Pole

March 14, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Naewna, March 4, 2013 
Caption: Pitiful death 
A Man holding a sign: Bangkok Governor 
Broken electric pole: Pongsapat  
On the people crushed by the pole: Meaw , Government
It appears Jatuporn Prompan’s face is on the can at the left. It had been rumored he would be appointed
deputy Bangkok governor after being shut out of a role in the national government.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130404Naewna.jpg


Yingluck’s Leaking Boat

March 14, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, March 14, 2013 
Yingluck: Eh!!! Brother , I think the raising of borrowing may not be able to caulk a leak… 
Word above the water: Rice-pledging 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130314komchadluek.jpg


Yingluck Billboard

March 14, 2013
Categories: Signs and Billboards

The billboard reads: The Power of the nation conquers drugs. 
Any information call 1386 / 1688 
Office of the Narcotics Control Board, Royal Thai Police

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/YingluckBillboard.jpg


Concern of the brother and the sister

March 14, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 14, 2013 
Left, Thaksin Shinawatra: A reconciliation bill may cause the government to be dissolved. We have to wait
until the 2.2 trillion baht-loan bill is approved by the parliament. Then, we can do it. 
Caption below his picture: A concern of the brother… 
Right, Yingluck Shinawatra: A reconciliation bill may cause the government to be dissolved. We have to
wait until I wear all dresses I have already prepared to show people. Then, we can do it. 
Caption below her picture:  …of the sister.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130314manager.jpeg


Remembering the Thaksin Years: Gunning for Thaksin

March 14, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia, The Thaksin Years

From Thairath, March 14, 2003 
Cartoon title: An eye for an eye…a tooth for a tooth 
On Wanted sign: Ya Ba Buster; Premier Thaksin; Reward of 80,000,000 baht 
On arm on the left: Investors of Ya Ba production 
In hands of man on the right: Ya Ba 
On the back of man on the right: Waa Daeng  

More: How many died in the drug purges? 2275, 2245, 1329, or 72? 
More: The Roots of the Thai Political Crisis: Thaksin as Prime Minister

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/t062.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/how-many-died-in-the-drug-purges-of-2004-2275-2245-1329-or-72.html
http://2bangkok.com/thaksins-birthday.html


Cambodia Watchdog Says Cambodia Headed for One-Party State

March 14, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Watchdog Says Cambodia Headed for One-Party State – rfa.org, March 12, 2013 

Cambodia is on the road to authoritarianism and its political processes are backsliding, an election
monitoring group said Tuesday ahead of a national election in July which the opposition says will not be free
and fair. 
The Committee for Free and Fair Elections (Comfrel) warned in its annual report that Cambodia’s
democracy is “increasingly fragile” and that th electoral process is excluding opposition and dissenting
voices ahead of the election. 
With the country under dominant control of Prime Minister Hun Sen’s ruling Cambodian People’s Party
(CPP), the political process “showed trends towards authoritarianism,” Comfrel said…

http://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/election-03122013193744.html


Bangkok’s election: impossible pledges mask political instability

March 14, 2013
Categories: Elections, Thai Politics

Bangkok’s election: impossible pledges mask political instability – FT, March 14, 2013 
…Somehow, Bangkok bounces back from political and environmental turmoil, repeatedly winning accolades
including the “world’s best city”. The number of tourists to Thailand hit a record high last year, investors
can’t seem to get enough of Thai equities and GDP growth exceeded all expectations in 2012. 
The question is, if the Democrats keep Bangkok, can the governor make good on any of his promises, or at
the very least help maintain a power balance with the ruling party stable enough to keep political infighting
from spilling out onto the streets?

http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2013/03/14/bangkoks-election-impossible-pledges-mask-political-instability/


Phuket Police Chief needs 5,000 more officers to protect tourists
from “mafia-style” crime

March 14, 2013
Categories: Crime

Fears over safety of tourists in Phuket – Telegraph, March 14, 2013 
… “Phuket has more than its fair share of troubles,” he said, “from aggressive taxi drivers, to jet ski
operators looking to scam tourists, bag snatchers and young disenfranchised kids out to cause trouble. 
“Much of the island is run by mafias and the police are not always sympathetic to foreigners’ complaints.
Single female travelers are advised to be vigilant while out at night, as sexual assaults on foreigners in
Thailand are on the rise…”

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/travelnews/9929952/Fears-over-safety-of-tourists-in-Phuket.html


Modern Thai Ruins

March 15, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, February 28, 2013 
Left: Our elevated train! 

Middle: Our Schools!  
Right: Our police stations! 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/thairath130228.jpg


Weekly News Magazines, March 8, 2013

March 15, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend, March 8, 2013 
Cover reads: Good Brand, touching campaign 

From Matichon Weekly, March 8, 2013 
Cover reads: “Capital” storm hit Nadej “Kobori” 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Nation-Weekend-8-March-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Matichon-Weekly_8-March2013.jpg


Remembering the Thaksin Years: Thaksin as Commander of the
Drug Suppressing Army

March 15, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia, The Thaksin Years

From Thairath, March 15, 2003 
Cartoon title: Risking his life to protect 
On bag in hand of man with a pistol: Ya Ba 
On back of Thaksin Shinawatra: Commander of drug suppressing army 
Sign in hands of a kid: Thai young people, the future of the country 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/t063.jpg


False Removal of the PM

March 15, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, March 15, 2013 
Cartoon title: Confession 
On framed picture: Chim Pai, Bon Pai  
Paper on the right wall: Cooking was unseated, being a traitor was released.  
Man: I’m wrong  
Paper in Mr. Praphan’s hands: Sloppily judging 
Papers on the floor from left: Sometime getting things done carelessly; some complaints accepted are against
the constitution law; dissolve political parties 
Phi Nooring: His nerve works very slowly. 
Man mouse: Fake judicial development 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130315thairathsia.jpg


Post Poll

March 16, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, March 5, 2013

From Komchadluek, March 6, 2013 
The sign reads: The Royal Thai Police, welcome 
The power pole refers to Pol. Gen. Pomgsapas Pongcharoen. He lost the Bangkok Governor election and
asked to go back to his job at the Royal Thai Police.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/komchadluek130305.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/komchadluek130306.jpg


Long Live the Great King

March 16, 2013
Categories: Signs and Billboards, The Monarchy

Above: Long Live the Great King – Symbol at bottom right corner: Bangkok Metropolitan Administration

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/HMTheKing.jpg


Five Years Ago Today: Thai premier praises Myanmar as peaceful
and orderly

March 16, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Five Years Ago Today: Thai premier praises Myanmar as peaceful and orderly

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-news-11179.html


The stomach churning Thai prawn farms: dangerous, putrid
factories and industrial fishing boats manned by slave labor

March 17, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Love eating prawns? You’ll go right off them after we tell you what THEY are fed on – Daily Mail, March
17, 2013
…Back on deck, the often enslaved crews, who are tricked into coming to Thailand by the false promise of
generous wages, are woken by the deafening blare of an air horn mounted above their cramped sleeping
quarters. 
Exhausted, but too frightened to disobey an order, they stumble to the deck to sort through the latest trash
fish catch. It’s only really the rocks and the weed that go over the side; everything else is shovelled into an
already stinking hold. 
Many of these boats do have ice-controlled holds, but they are reserved for commercially valuable catches.
The trash fish go straight into a filthy compartment where, with boats often at sea for days at a time, they
soon start to rot…

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2294246/Love-eating-prawns-Youll-right-tell-THEY-fed-on.html


Bountiful work, but scant wages angers Cambodians

March 17, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Bountiful work, but scant wages angers Cambodia – AFP, March 17, 2013 
…Twenty-five-year-old Ou Nin looks exhausted as she describes working for a US clothes brand for just
above US$5 a day. 
“They print on T-shirts. The smell is very unpleasant, it is unbearable,” she said while waiting for the truck to
take her home…

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/biz/archives/2013/03/17/2003557254


Return to the power pole to its owner

March 18, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 5, 2013 
Man on the right: It was tossed from Bangkok!!! 
Caption: Return to the owner 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Manager130305.jpeg


Pushing a new Shinawatra PM

March 18, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 18, 2013 
Thaksin Shinawatra: Just help your sister out, Daeng… Look! Once you’re on her side, she looks much
smarter, much better.  
Sign around the neck of Yaowapa: Substitute prime minister 
Caption: A scheme for Poo’s image make-up  

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130318Manager.jpeg


Cyprus: Thai Baht ’97 redux?

March 18, 2013
Categories: Economy

Cyprus: Thai Baht ’97 redux? – barrons.com, March 17, 2013

Cyprus govt confiscates 10% of citizens’ savings accounts – WSJ, March 17, 2013

http://blogs.barrons.com/stockstowatchtoday/2013/03/17/cyprus-thai-baht-97-redux/
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/if-cyprus-is-the-butterfly-is-gold-the-pesticide-2013-03-18


Nattawut Swears

March 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 8, 2013 
Nattawut Saikua: Damn you! What I swore at the last turn of the Bangkok Governor election was just a joke. 
God: Oh! I thought you meant it for real so I provided it! 
Caption: The person Mr. Ten must complain to. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Manager130308.jpeg


Scandal-Ridden Governor Returns

March 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

Cartoon title: Won it…Carry on 
Sign on stadium: Futsal field at Nong Chok arena  
On tunnel: Giant tunnel  
On back of chair: Bangkok Governor  
On train in MR. Sukhumbhand Paribhata’s hand: BTS, renewal of the BTS contract  
Death behind the chair: Don’t resign… 
On back of the Death: Ordered to suppress the people, 100 dead bodies  
Phi Nooring: Congratulations 
Man mouse: Welcome Mr. Governor for the second time.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Thairath130304sia.jpg


Have yourself examined for tuberculosis

March 19, 2013
Categories: Health, Signs and Billboards

Coughing for two weeks? Have yourself examined for tuberculosis.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Bus.jpg


Stellar Thai GDP buoyed by first-car tax rebate scheme and rice
subsidy

March 19, 2013
Categories: Economy

Thailand: 2012 GDP comes with strings attached – FT, March 19, 2013 

Thailand has done it again – exceeding all expectations, even those of its own central bank. The government
said on Monday that GDP grew 3.6 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2012, up 18.9 per cent on the same
period in 2011 and bringing full-year growth to 6.6 per cent. The fourth quarter figure is the highest since
records began in 1994 and was received as excellent news for the Kingdom – but has also fuelled concerns
that a bubble is in the making. 
…Yet investors should still be cautious. Analysts at Barclays identified private domestic consumption as an
important contributor to buoyant GDP figures but said this was “partly as a result of the government first-car
tax rebate scheme”, which pushed 2012 car sales up 80 per cent on the year before. And a controversial and
populist government rice subsidy has artificially supported agriculture while building up the world’s biggest
rice stockpile, estimated at around 18m tonnes…”

http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2013/02/18/thailand-2012-gdp-comes-with-strings-attached/#axzz2Nz8QWmf2


The Bangkokians lied to me

March 20, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, March 6, 2013 
Left, the Thai letters read: Poll 
Pollster: The Bangkokians lied to me.  
Right, Thaksin: You lie to me. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/thairath130306.jpg


Long Live Your Majesty

March 20, 2013
Categories: The Monarchy

The abbreviation on the field: Pho Po Ro  
On the sign: Long Live Your Majesty, obedient subjects

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/HMsign.jpg


Thanks from the Pheu Thai Party

March 20, 2013
Categories: Elections

The sign read: Pheu Thai Party – Thank you for more than one million votes and your trust given – Pol. Gen.
Dr. Pongsapas Pongcharoen

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/ThanksPheuThai.jpg


Sulking Toad

March 20, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 20, 2013 
Toad: Don’t give a position in the cabinet claiming that it’s because I’m just a toad… But now, a chubby toad
will be appointed prime minister!!! 
Caption: Sulking toad

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130320Manager.jpeg


Blowing the Governor Off His Seat

March 20, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, March 11, 2013 
Cartoon title: Life can be thrilling… because of spitting storm from the same side 
On the chair: Bangkok Governor 
On the spitting storm: Defaming competitors during the election campaign…Against the election law 
Phi Nooring: Be careful. You may fall off your Chair. 
Man mouse: The Election Committee must be just. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130311thairathsia.jpg


Enforced disappearance and the Thai state: Nine years without
justice for Somchai Neelaphaijit

March 20, 2013
Categories: Human Rights

THAILAND: Nine years without justice for Somchai Neelaphaijit – humanrights.asia, March 20, 2013 
…At every stage of the investigation, there was obfuscation by police officers, a lack of will by many inside
the state (including at the highest level of the then-prime minister, Thaksin Shinawatra) to cooperate, and
mishandling of evidence. Under Thai evidentiary rules, without a body – which could never be located – a
murder charge cannot be levied, so the involved police officers were charged and prosecuted for theft (of his
vehicle) and coercion. Only one police officer out of five was found guilty, and in 2011, additional
evidentiary problems led to his acquittal on appeal…

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-066-2013
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-066-2013


Big US Supreme Court win for Thai who bought textbooks in
Thailand and resold them in the US

March 20, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Supreme Court sides with book reseller in copyright ruling – LA Times, march 19, 2013 
…The 6-3 decision Tuesday came in the case of Supap Kirtsaeng, a USC graduate student from Thailand
who figured he could earn money for his education by buying low-cost textbooks in his native country and
reselling them in the United States. 
John Wiley & Sons, a textbook publisher, sued him over copyright infringement and won $600,000 in
damages from a New York jury. Kirtsaeng was ordered to turn over his golf clubs, computer and printer as
partial payment…

More on the crazy US copyright law that ensnared a Thai student: Supreme Court to Wiley publishers: your
insane theory of copyright is wrong – BoingtBoing, March 19, 2013 
…Practically everything owned by Americans is made outside of the USA and almost all of it embodies some
kind of copyright. Under Wiley’s theory, you would have no first-sale rights to any of that stuff — you
couldn’t sell it, you couldn’t even give it away. What’s more, the other “exceptions and limitations” to
copyright would also not apply, meaning that it would be illegal to photograph anything made outside of the
USA (no di minimum exemption) or to transform it in any way (no fair use, either)…

Full decision: Kirtsaeng v. John Wiley & Sons 
…Third, Wiley and the dissent claim that a nongeographical interpretation will make it difficult, perhaps
impossible, for publishers (and other copyright holders) to divide foreign and domestic markets. We concede
that is so. A publisher may find it more difficult to charge different prices for the same book in different
geographic markets. But we do not see how these facts help Wiley, for we can find no basic principle of
copyright law that suggests that publishers are especially entitled to such rights…

http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-court-copyright-20130320,0,6312211.story
http://boingboing.net/2013/03/19/supreme-court-to-wiley-publish.html
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/11-697_d1o2.pdf


Even North Korea laughs at us

March 21, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 21, 2013 
Paper headline: Maew prepare to push Je Doh to the premiership. 

Kim Jong-un: Father passed forward to a son is still OK… But there, he passed the premiership to every
sister one by one, then to his son. What a damn country! Ridiculous! 
Caption: Even North Korea laughs at us 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130321Manager.jpeg


Chinatown Subway

March 21, 2013
Categories: Mass Transit

The MRT (underground train) Blue Line Extension Project. 
Hua Lamphong-Bang Khae and Bang Sue-Tha Phra Section 
For Thonburi people.  Open in 2017. 
Follow the government’s policy to complete the project within 4 years 
Call center 02-716-4044 
Transport Ministry www.mrta.co.th   Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA). 
Station on the billboard: Wat Mangkon Kamalawat Station is a part of the blue line extension project which
passes the Chinatown.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/subwayChinaTown.jpg
http://www.mrta.co.th/


Demand Burning, Demand Democracy

March 21, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, March 13, 2013 
Left: Before… 
On backdrop: Lie Today  
Natthawut Saikua: Set it on fire, brothers and sisters, I’ll be responsible for it. 
Right: After… 
On backdrop: Thai democratic evolution 
Man on stage: Set it on fire, brothers and sisters, Deves Insurance will be responsible for it.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130313thairathchai.jpg


The big loan and the little loan

March 21, 2013
Categories: Uncategorized

From Post Today, March 21, 2013 
Left, above the bag: Borrowing 2.2 trillion baht 
Crab: We’ll pay off in 50 years. 

Right, beside the bag: Lending 30 million baht  
Crab : I want to stay for four years.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130321PostToday.jpg


Horrific video of ‘police beating prostitutes until they are nearly
unconscious’ provokes outrage in Thailand

March 21, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Horrific video of ‘police beating prostitutes until they are nearly unconscious’ provokes outrage in Thailand
– Daily Mail, March 20, 2013 
…The film, which seems to have been shot on a mobile phone and has been viewed on YouTube 40,000
times, is accompanied by a voiceover of Thai newscasters who report that the men are not Thai but Burmese. 
The newsreaders say the men are sending the women back to Myanmar (Burma) for ‘misbehaving’.
However critics in Thailand have suggested the men are Thai, and possibly even police officers…

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2296268/Video-police-beating-Burmese-prostitutes-Thailand-causes-outrage.html


Ancient Giant Trees Found Petrified in Thailand

March 21, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Ancient Giant Trees Found Petrified in Thailand – discovery.com, March 20, 2013 
Fossil trees that approached the heights of today’s tallest redwoods have been found in northern Thailand.
The longest petrified log measures 72.2 meters (237 feet), which suggest the original tree towered to more
than 100 meters (330 feet) in a wet tropical forest some 800,000 years ago…

http://news.discovery.com/earth/plants/giant-trees-found-in-thailand-130320.htm


Inaugural Bangkok Farmers’ Market

March 21, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

http://bkkfm.com/


Why Does Somchai Want Thaksin’s Other Sister to Return to
Politics?

March 22, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 22, 2013 
Yaowapa Wongsawat thinks: Why does Somchai really want Dang to return to politics? 
Former Prime Minister Somchai Wongsawat is dreaming about buying a woman a refrigerator and taking her
to a hotel. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130322Manager.jpeg


Weekly News Magazines, March 15, 2013

March 22, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend, March 15, 2013 
Cover reads: Bong Tong: Pattani Metropolitan State 

 

From Matichon Weekly, March 15, 2013 
Cover reads: Seh. Maew transforms ‘weapons’ into ‘cloth’ 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Nation-Weekend_15-Mar-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Matichon-Weekly_15-Mar-2013.jpg


Seven Years Ago Today: Destruction of the Phra Prom statue

March 22, 2013
Categories: Today in History

 
 

(Source: Erawan Hotel brochure, circa 1963, showing the first Erawan Hotel)

Seven Years Ago Today: Destruction of the Phra Prom statue

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-buildings-erawan-erawan2.shtml
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-buildings-erawan-erawan2.shtml


New generation of a coup makers

March 22, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, March 22, 2013 
Cartoon title: New generation of a coup makers 
On cannon book on the right: Elites’ laws  
On cannon at front right: Non-governmental organizations 
Phi Nooring: Use the laws 
Man mouse: Don’t hurt the country.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130322thairathsia.jpg


Like throwing fuel on fire

March 24, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, March 24, 2013 
Cartoon title: Like throwing fuel on fire 
On money bag Yingluck’s carrying: Thailand borrowing baht 2.2 trillion 
On money bag carried by a girl: Country development 
Above bonfire: Rumors, defamations 
Phi Nooring: Saboteurs 
Man mouse: Civilization obstructors

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130324thairathsia.jpg


Thaksin’s Web

March 24, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Post Today, March 24, 2013 
On the pedestal for the constituiton: Amend the constitution. 
The spider is Thaksin Shinawatra.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130324PostToday.jpg


Breaking the Bank: The Mega-Loan

March 25, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Komchadluek, March 25, 2013 
On the base of Democracy Monument: 2.2 trillion baht loan

From Manager, March 27, 2013 
Buffalo 1: This government is so adorable… Once they know that we enjoy being beasts of burden, they
made an attempt to borrow a huge some for us to carry. 
Buffalo 2: Yeah… And let us be burdened for 50 years.
Caption: Yes… Some do like it

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130325komchadluek.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130327bManager.jpeg


It is said that he’s the one who lit a candle to brighten the dark.

March 25, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, March 25, 2013 
A lizard on wall: It is said that he’s the one who lit a candle to brighten the dark. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130325thairathchai.jpg


Thaksin Ready to Install a New PM

March 25, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 25, 2013 
Thaksin: The NACC, if you kick Poo out of office, I will put this steamed roasted red pork bun into Thais’
mouths and make them throw up. 
Caption below: Very scary threat 
On the man’s t-shirt: Thai people 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130325Manager.jpeg


Revengeful landlord traps UK man in Thailand for four years

March 25, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Man trapped in Thailand for four years is back home – blackpoolgazette.co.uk, March 25, 2013

Pilling’s Lee Chesnutt ‘relieved’ to leave Thailand -BBC, March 25, 2013

Earlier: Lee Chestnutt blocked from leaving Thailand

http://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/news/local-news/latest-news/man-trapped-in-thailand-for-four-years-is-back-home-1-5525820
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lancashire-21917654
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-lancashire-21024398


Bangkok Hipster Stock Tips May Signal Market Correction

March 25, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Bangkok Hipster Stock Tips May Signal Market Correction – Forbes, March 25, 2013 
Joe Kennedy famously claimed that he knew it was time to dump shares when he got a stock tip from a
shoeshine boy in New York. Alarmed by the market froth, Kennedy began shorting shares and emerged an
even richer man after the 1929 crash. This cautionary story has become part of Wall Street lore. It popped
into my head last week in Bangkok when a young Thai musician told me that many of his hipster friends
were obsessing over stock prices and swapping tips…

http://www.forbes.com/sites/simonmontlake/2013/03/25/bangkok-hipster-stock-tips-may-signal-market-correction/


One Year Ago Today: Australian sex-slave charity head quits amid
row

March 26, 2013
Categories: Today in History

One Year Ago Today: Australian sex-slave charity head quits amid row

http://2bangkok.com/australian-sex-slave-charity-head-quits-amid-row.html


Bloody Streets

March 26, 2013
Categories: Signs and Billboards

Driving and road safety project, Bangkok 
Don’t run the red lights. 
Accident statistic: caused by running the red light 1,080 persons/year  
Bangkok people obey the traffic regulations.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/BloodSafety.jpg


The Irony of Massive Government Borrowing

March 26, 2013
Categories: Analysis, Editorial Cartoons

From Manager, March 26, 2013 
Left, Red Shirt leader Thida Thavornseth: With Khun Poo’s ability, we gain victory over the ammat again.  
People cheering: Hey hey hey hey… 
Right: Khun Poo can borrow 10 times more than the ammat government!  
People cheering: Hey hey hey hey… 
Caption below: Totally defeated by the phrai government

While the Red Shirts are essentially a politcal action group acting for Thaksin and his family members, in
their rhetoric they emphasize the separation of classes by calling themselves “phrai” (or “commoner”) and
their political enemies “ammat” (meaning something like “aristocrats” or the “elite”).

The cartoon above refers to the unprecedented 2.2 trillion-baht loan for investment in infrastructure approved
by the cabinet. The irony expressed in the cartoon is that a cornerstone of Thaksin and Red Shirt rhetoric has
been the flaying their political enemies over issues of debt.

Thaksin’s initial success with his Thai Rak Thai Party was largely gained by attacking the then Democrat-led
government over “selling out the country” by taking loans from the IMF. The Thai Rak Thai hammered
home the idea that it would take generations to pay these loans off.

Later, during the Democrat-led government in 2009, the Pheu Thai ridiculed as untenable the government
plan to give loans to the average man (Do not get drunk yet brother) before later promising their own rural
credit schemes. Thus, it is surprising that the Pheu Thai-led government is borrowing at levels that dwarf
anything their political enemies ever attempted.

Earlier in 2009: Red Shirt media once lamented that a child had to be born Thai since being born Thai meant
he would be saddled with the Democrat Party’s debt:

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130326Manager.jpeg
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-news-13205.html


From Believe in Thailand with Prime Minister Abhisit – Northern Post Red, August 8, 2009 
The caption reads: I am proud that we earn a hundred baht daily, but we are burdened with a government
debt that reaches 100,000 per head. The child asks “Why they take loan? The man replies, “it is about
benefit.”  

From Believe in Thailand with Prime Minister Abhisit – Northern Post Red, August 8, 2009 
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva: If you don’t want to owe more debt, do not give birth to a child as you will
bear more debt burden–about 100,000 per head, ha, ha, ha. 
The caption reads: Policy on poverty

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-thaimediaproject-0907.html
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-thaimediaproject-0907.html
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-thaimediaproject-0907.html
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-thaimediaproject-0907.html


Burn the lies, reveal the truth

March 26, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, March 26, 2013 
Cartoon title: Burn the lies, reveal the truth 
Banner in hands of Death and Suthep Thuaksuban: Falsely accused the Red Shirt people; Burning the
country 
Road signs behind Death from top: Ratchaprasong; Khokwuaw Intersection 
On the hooded figure’s robe: Order to suppress people; 100 dead bodies 
In front of skulls: Victims of the protest suppression during April-May, 1020 
Phi Nooring: You can’t conceal the murders 
Man mouse: Punish the murderers

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130326thairath.jpg


Authorized FAG Distributor

March 26, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

Authorized FAG distributor 
German company with a name that sounds peculiar in English.

http://www.fag.de/content.fag.de/de/index.jsp
http://www.fag.de/content.fag.de/de/index.jsp


‘Lost in Thailand’ director gets flack for casual clothing during
Yingluck meeting

March 26, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News, China

‘Lost in Thailand’ director gets Weibo flack for somewhat casual clothing – shanghaiist.com, March 25,
2013
When Xu Zheng, director of China’s wildly successful Lost in Thailand, met Thai PM Yingluck Shinawatra
he assumed a white oxford shirt, tucked in, would be fine. Xu thought wrong. Following a photo session
between Xu and Thailand’s leader, Weibo lit up with criticisms about the director’s informal attire…

http://shanghaiist.com/2013/03/25/xu_zheng_director_of_lost_in_thailand_meets_thai_pm.php


Little optimism for breakthrough in Thailand’s forgotten jihad

March 26, 2013
Categories: The Thai Deep South

Insight: Little optimism for breakthrough in Thailand’s forgotten jihad – Reuters, March 26, 2013 
…Just over two weeks later, the Thai government agreed on peace talks in neighboring Malaysia with the
insurgent group Barisan Revolusi Nasional (National Revolutionary Front, or BRN). Although the first round
is set for Thursday, there has been no halt in the fighting and people in the region see no early end to one of
Southeast Asia’s bloodiest conflicts. 
In a rare interview, an operative for BRN-Coordinate, a faction blamed for most of the southern violence,
told Reuters the talks were “meaningless” and “tens of thousands” of Malay-Muslims would fight on…

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/25/us-thailand-conflict-insight-idUSBRE92O0Z420130325


Cambodian strong man Hun Sen alleged personally oversaw mining
deal corruption

March 26, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Cambodian PM linked to talks – The Age, march 26, 2013 

…Diplomatic cables, several marked ”sensitive” and ”protected”, show for the first time Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen’s close involvement in 2006 negotiations with BHP executives…

http://www.theage.com.au/national/cambodian-pm-linked-to-talks-20130325-2gq9p.html


5 reasons to invest in Thai equities

March 26, 2013
Categories: Economy

Exclusive: 5 reasons to invest in Thai equities – business-standard.com, March 26, 2013 
…Investors are also increasingly concerned about the potential imposition of capital controls by the Bank of
Thailand to rein in capital flows. We believe that BoT will continue to liberalize capital outflows if pressures
on liquidity inflows/currency appreciation persist rather than imposing capital controls as it did in 2006…

http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/exclusive-5-reasons-to-invest-in-thai-equities-113032600050_1.html


Bail revocation sought for Thai police officers in missing Saudi case

March 27, 2013
Categories: Crime

Bail revocation sought for Thai police officers in missing Saudi case – pattayamail.com, March 26, 2013 
…Pol Lt Gen Somkid Boonthanom and four other police officers were arrested in connection with the
abduction and murder of Mohammad al-Ruwaili, a Saudi Arabian businessman, who has been missing since
1990.
Mr al-Ruwaili was close to the Saudi royal family and was in Bangkok to investigate the case of jewellery
stolen from the Saudi royal palace…

http://www.pattayamail.com/news/bail-revocation-sought-for-thai-police-officers-in-missing-saudi-case-23984


Why Thailand and Greece spell tragedy for travellers

March 27, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Why Thailand and Greece spell tragedy for travellers – smh.com.au, March 27, 2013 
More than 100 Australians died in Thailand and a further 60 died in Greece last year, making these two
countries – for different reasons – among the places where Australians are most likely to meet their end
while overseas… 

‘‘The Australian public … seem to expect that the full suite of welfare services will extend to them across the
globe no matter where they go or how they behave,’’ the report says, citing a couple who wanted frequent
flyer points while being evacuated from Cairo on a government-chartered rescue flight. 
…It cites Prime Minister Julia Gillard’s personal phone call to a 14-year old Australian boy in late 2011 after
he was arrested in Bali for buying a small quantity of marijuana…

http://www.smh.com.au/data-point/why-thailand-and-greece-spell-tragedy-for-travellers-20130326-2gs9s.html


The 90 tapes of brutal CIA interrogations in Thailand

March 27, 2013
Categories: Thai Secret Prison

CIA director promotes woman who approved destruction of CIA “harsh interrogation” videos –
washingtonpost.com, March 27, 2013 
From the second page of the article: …In a fateful decision, the CIA set up a video camera at its secret prison
in Thailand shortly after it opened in the months after the attacks. The agency recorded more than 90 tapes
of often-brutal interrogations, footage that became increasingly worrisome to officials as the legal basis for
the program began to crumble…

More on the Thai secret prison

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-director-faces-a-quandary-over-clandestine-service-appointment/2013/03/26/5d93cb10-9645-11e2-9e23-09dce87f75a1_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-director-faces-a-quandary-over-clandestine-service-appointment/2013/03/26/5d93cb10-9645-11e2-9e23-09dce87f75a1_story_1.html
http://2bangkok.com/category/thai-secret-prison


The Debt

March 28, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, March 28, 2013 
Man: Eat more so that you may grow up fast and be strong enough to help paying off debt the government
borrows!! 
On paper on wall: Debt 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130328komchadluek.jpg


More Cartoons on the Thai Government Mega-Debt

March 28, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Post Today, March 28, 2013 
On carpet: The Act for Baht 2.2 trillion loan 

From Manager, March 27, 2013 
Top left, god: Big trouble, Indra!… 
Indra: What is it, god? 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130328PostToday.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130327Manager.jpeg


Top right, god: All of the spirits who are supposed to be born in Thailand ask to cancel their births. 
Bottom left, Indra: Umeh! …Now they’re allowed to be born but still play hard…What are their reasons? 
God: Once they’re born…They’ll have to be burdened because of the Baht 2.2 trillion debt for 50 years.



Turning a turtle up

March 28, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons – Arun

From Arun, March 28, 2013 
Cartoon title: Yingluck government 
Over the turtle’s head: Turning a turtle up. 
On turtle stomach: The country’s infrastructure 
On robe of Yingluck: The 2.2 trillion baht budget 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=503900946342782&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=503900946342782&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&theater


Mixed feelings over Thailand peace talks

March 28, 2013
Categories: The Thai Deep South

 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/FwG84902u0o

https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/FwG84902u0o


Thai govt to lose US$6 billion on its rice scheme

March 28, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Thailand Set to Sell Off Huge Stockpile of Rice – NYT, March 28, 2013 
…Government stockpiles are estimated at a record 17 million metric tons of milled rice, nearly twice what
Thailand used to export each year before the program was implemented two years ago. 
…Traders and industry officials say the government will suffer big losses if it sells now with plentiful
supplies available from India and Vietnam and with the baht hitting a 16-year high this month, making Thai
rice more expensive in dollar terms. 
…Although officials publicly deny that the politically sensitive effort is in a crisis, the government is looking
at measures to stem ballooning losses that so far are estimated at $6 billion. 
…The Thai government is paying 15,000 baht, or $513, per metric ton, so export prices are as much as a
third higher than those for equivalent grades from India or Vietnam. That explains why, for the first time in
three decades, Thailand was not the world’s biggest rice exporter in 2012…

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/29/business/global/thailand-set-to-sell-off-huge-stockpile-of-rice.html


Thaksin Says It Completely

March 29, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, March 29, 2013 
Left: If one doesn’t have debt, one never becomes rich. 
Caption: To say incompletely 
Right: If you don’t have debt, I never become rich. 
Caption: To say completely 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130329manager.jpeg


“Paradise Bangkok” DJs on Old Thai Folk Going Global

March 30, 2013
Categories: Music

“Paradise Bangkok” DJs on Old Thai Folk Going Global – artinfo.com, March 29, 2013 
…Two figures are responsible for bringing the khaen (bamboo pipe) driven sounds of luk thung and its
jiggier, more dancefloor-friendly cousin molam to a global audience. Crate-diggers Maft Sai and Chris
Menist, Thai and British respectively, founded a local night club back in 2009 after a chance meeting in the
forgotten record shops of Chinatown’s Saphan Lek area, where stockpiles of old vinyl had been gathering
dust for decades…

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/481154_10151496479486391_991016118_n.jpg
http://www.artinfo.com/news/story/885012/paradise-bangkok-djs-on-old-thai-folk-going-global


Buddhist text’s true author identified as Thai woman

March 31, 2013
Categories: Buddhism

Buddhist text’s true author identified as Thai woman – BBC, March 28, 2013 
…There are also several clues within the text which indicate that it was unlikely to have been written by a
monk. 
In fact, none of the most authoritative biographies of Luang Pu Mun ever claimed that he wrote it. He was
only credited with authorship in later editions of the book, which featured pictures of him and another monk
on the cover. Dr Seeger thinks it unlikely that Ms Yai Damrongthammasan ever met Luang Pu Mun. 
The monk died in 1949, a national figure, and the text appears to have been attributed to him after that…

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21936656


The Fools

April 1, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, March 31, 2013 
Cartoon title: April 1, April Fool 
Top left: MPs sleep in tents in front of the Parliament waiting for their conference.  
Top middle: Ramkhamhaeng university has to hire Gurkha militiamen to safeguard the university’s security
officers from the students’ feet.  
Top right: Isan people are satisfied because minister ensures them that “nobody will die no matter how dry it
is.”  
Bottom left: The Thai government introduces new House of Government’s branches in Hong Kong,
Singapore and Dubai.  
Bottom middle: The South becomes peaceful after Chalerm sent his sharp-shooter son down there.  
Bottom right: The 2.2 trillion baht loan use is transparent and able to be checked at every step.



Straw for the Buffaloes

April 1, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 1, 2013 
Yingluck on TV: 2.2 trillion baht-high-speed train will carry fresh grasses to serve you faster… then you can
eat quality grasses. 
Red buffaloes: Hey! Hey! Hey!… 
Caption below: We think it’s silly… but for some people it is very smart.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130401Manager.jpeg


International Parliamentary Group Proposes Resolution on charges
against Sam Rainsy

April 1, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

International Parliamentary Group Proposes Resolution on Rainsy – cambodiadaily.com, March 31, 2013 
A Committee on Human Rights of parliamentarians from 162 countries has proposed a draft resolution
stating that the criminal convictions against Cambodian opposition party leader Sam Rainsy are politically
motivated, and that his participation in July’s national election is necessary if he vote is to be considered free
and fair…

http://www.cambodiadaily.com/news/international-parliamentary-group-proposes-resolution-on-rainsy-16583/


Cambodia: Charity worker Ruth Golder in hiding

April 1, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Charity worker Ruth Golder in hiding – frasercoastchronicle.com.au, March 31, 2013 
…”A few children had an argument over portions of rice, and a cook very slightly injured them,” Police
Chief Pol Pithey, of the Anti-Human Trafficking and Juvenile Protection squad, was quoted as saying…

http://www.frasercoastchronicle.com.au/news/death-threats-charity-worker-in-hiding-coast-chari/1811900/


Tesco goes head-to-head with Thailand’s wet markets

April 1, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Tesco goes head-to-head with Thailand’s wet markets – Telegraph, April 1, 2013 
… The company has repeated this strategy of building supermarkets within shopping malls – encouraged by
the cheap price of land – across Thailand. It has helped Tesco to become the biggest supermarket group in
Thailand and the second largest shopping centre owner. 
Now the company, led by chief executive Philip Clarke, is exploring whether parts of this model can work in
the UK…

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/retailandconsumer/9963749/Tesco-goes-head-to-head-with-Thailands-wet-markets.html


Burma: Satellite images detail destruction in the clashes between
Muslims and Buddhists

April 1, 2013
Categories: Myanmar/Burma

Burma: Satellite Images Detail Destruction of Meiktila – HRW, April 1, 2013 
…Satellite images analysed by Human Rights Watch show the scale of the destruction: an estimated 828
buildings, the vast majority residences, were totally destroyed and at least 35 other buildings were partially
destroyed. Areas with near total destruction were concentrated within three locations in Meiktila measuring
more than 24 hectares in total area west and northeast of the city’s main market. The destruction appears
similar to satellite imagery of towns affected by sectarian violence in Arakan State in 2012, in which arson
attacks left large, clearly defined residential areas in ashes.

http://multimedia.hrw.org/distribute/sujobkzrxw
http://multimedia.hrw.org/distribute/sujobkzrxw


Thaksin confirms he is alive after April Fool’s story claims he died
in a car accident

April 1, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

Thaksin ‘not dead’, ‘to visit Chiang Mai’ – Bangkok Post, April 1, 2013 
…”Perhaps there might be a surprise at the upcoming by-election in Chiang Mai. Pheu Thai will not
nominate Jeh Daeng (Thaksin’s sister Yaowapa Wongsawat). The new candidate would instead be… Pol Lt
Col Thaksin Shinawatra,” his son said…

http://www.bangkokpost.com/breakingnews/343408/thaksin-not-dead-to-visit-chiang-mai
http://www.bangkokpost.com/breakingnews/343408/thaksin-not-dead-to-visit-chiang-mai


For Poo, everyday is April Fool’s Day

April 1, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 1, 2013 
Yingluck says: For Poo, everyday is April Fool’s Day. 
Caption: Only one person in the world who receives this privilege. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130401manager.jpeg


Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge war crimes trial: $170 million has been
spent so far and one conviction

April 2, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Why Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge war crimes trial is endless — and useless – thestar.com, March 31, 2013 
…Since its inception in 2005, only one person has been convicted by the tribunal, known formally as the
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia. With a judgment in the current case expected to take at
least another year, it is possible that the remaining defendants — both octogenarians — will die before
hearing their verdicts…

http://www.thestar.com/news/world/2013/03/31/why_cambodias_khmer_rouge_war_crimes_trial_is_endless_and_useless.html


New Shinawatra Weighs Down the Government

April 2, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Arun, March 21, 2013 
On truck: Pheu Thai Party 
Above the red wheel: Je Daeng 
Cartoon title: Spare wheel..!

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=500463773353166&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=500463773353166&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1


Remember!! The 2-trillion-baht loan’s beneficiaries are not
politicians

April 2, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, April 2, 2013 
Man: Remember!! The 2-trillion-baht loan’s beneficiaries are not politicians. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130402komchadluek.jpg


Let’s Make Bangkok’s Central Park!

April 2, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

(2Bangkok.com proposal from 2003 to save Makkasan green areas)

10 years ago 2Bangkok.com offered an idea for a Bangkok Central Park: 2003: Idea for a Bangkok Central
Park

What the area looked like then: Makkasan Depot

Of course to the Thai capitalists, something to be proud of is defined as condo developments. (Remember
PM Chavalit’s attempt to get his hands on any big money project he could like the plan to “preserve”
Chatuchak Market by redeveloping into condominiums?)

The green lung of Makkasan was eventually slated for “landmarks” like luxury condominiums. Fortunately a
campaign was started to halt this travesty.

Makkasan ‘landmark’ concept stalls under fierce opposition – Bangkok Post, March 30, 2013 
…”I want to ask what countries or cities use a luxurious condominium and a shopping mall as their
landmarks,” he said, pointing to well-known icons such as the Eiffel Tower in Paris and the Statue of Liberty
in New York which have nothing to do with elegant residences or department stores featuring high-end
products…

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-masstransit-centralpark.html
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-masstransit-centralpark.html
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-buildings-makkasan-makkasan.html
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/transport/343070/makkasan-landmark-%20%20concept-stalls-under-fierce-opposition


(Undated postcard of the grounds of the Siam Intercontinental)

It should also be noted that the developer’s promise to preserve some green area at Makkasan was also a
promise when the extensive parks of the Siam Intercontinental were razed for the Paragon shopping center.
All that is left is a treeless pond behind the nearby temple.

Readers can support the campaign to create a Bangkok Central Park by visiting the following pages:

On Facebook: We want Makkasan to be a park and museum

On Change.org

And on YouTube: 

 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-masstransit-intercon.html
http://www.facebook.com/MakkasanHope
http://www.change.org/makkasanHope
https://youtube.com/watch?v=


Thaksin is busy talking, but is anyone listening?

April 2, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

Thaksin is busy talking, but is anyone listening? – SCMP, April 2, 2013 

…The manipulation of these two sisters as political proxies is yet another sign that strings are being pulled
to perpetrate the weird and ultimately shameful arrangement by which Thailand has unwittingly permitted its
leadership to be hijacked by one unusual, rich and ambitious Thai exile living in Dubai…

http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/1204857/thaksin-busy-talking-anyone-listening


Bangkok court searches for UK rights activist who faces 7 years in
Thai prison for defaming company

April 2, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Brit activist Hall absent as trial starts – Bangkok Post, April 2, 2013 
…Natural Fruit’s lawyer, Somsak Torugsa, said if Mr Hall could not be located his client might ask the court
to formally advise legal authorities in the defendant’s hometown in England that he was required to appear to
answer a criminal defamation lawsuit. 
Natural Fruit vice-president Kachin Komneyawanich said Mr Hall’s reports and his communications with the
public, which could be found on at least 20 websites, damaged his company and were not truthful. 
Natural Fruit is owned and operated by a brother of Democrat Party secretary-general Chalermchai Sri-On. 
If found guilty, Mr Hall could face up to seven years in prison…

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/343461/brit-activist-hall-absent-as-trial-starts


Thailand’s five-car families (taking advantage of govt 100,000 baht
rebate) seen as deterring rate cuts

April 2, 2013
Categories: Economy

Five-Car Families Seen Deterring Thai Rate Cuts – Bloomberg, April 2, 2013 
…“It was a very tempting offer,” said Chitwalai, a 27- year-old English teacher in Bangkok who will receive
a 100,000- baht ($3,400) rebate on a black Mazda 2 sedan she bought for 705,000 baht, adding to her
family’s four cars. “Something like this may not happen ever again, so I had to do it…”

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-04-01/five-car-families-seen-deterring-thai-rate-cuts-southeast-asia.html


Wall Street Journal: Thai Ruling Party Raises Heat With
Constitution Plan

April 2, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

Thai Ruling Party Raises Heat With Constitution Plan – WSJ, April 1, 2013 
Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s government presented to Parliament on Monday a series of
constitutional amendments, in a bid to reduce the powers of the country’s judiciary, raising the political heat
in the country after several months of relative calm…

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323296504578395931413291980.html


Eight Years Ago Today: Bombings in Songkhla

April 3, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Eight Years Ago Today: Bombings in Songkhla

http://2bangkok.com/songkhla.html


Human Rug

April 3, 2013
Categories: Uncategorized

From Arun, March 21, 2013 
On Yaowapa’s leg: Five-year ban 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=500463630019847&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=500463630019847&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1


Still More on the Mega-Loan

April 3, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Komchadluek, April 1, 2013 
On the cow: Tax 
The woman is Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra 
On the bucket: 2-trillion-baht loan 

From Manager, April 3, 2013 
Cartoon title: Economy… Economic gag 
A kid: Ngae!!  
A mother: Don’t cry… If you do, mom will let a gecko to eat your liver. 
Caption: The way to intimidate a kid at home 
A kid: Ngae!! (a crying sound) 
A bank officer: Don’t cry… If not, I will give your savings to the government for borrowing. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130401bkomchadluek.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130403manager.jpeg


Logo of the bank: The government saving bank 
Caption: The way to intimidate a kid at the government saving bank 

From Komchadluek, April 2, 2013 
A big man: Remember!! 2-trillion-baht loan’s beneficiaries are people not politicians. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130402komchadluek.jpg


Keep fucking, brothers and sisters…

April 3, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 3, 2013 
Nutthawut: Keep fucking, brothers and sisters. Keep fucking so that your mates produce enough calves to
help pay off debts that His Excellency Thaksin has borrowed. 
Caption: Phi Ten, don’t forget to evoke your lackeys to help.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130403bmanager.jpeg


Kim Jong-Un and Shane

April 3, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons – Arun

From Arun, April 3, 2013 
Cartoon title: Kim Jong-Un, leader of the North Korea 
Kim: Shane… Shane… Shane…

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=506493659416844&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=506493659416844&set=a.136059389793608.28746.100001686447746&type=1&relevant_count=1


Six Years Ago Today: YouTube blocked in Thailand

April 4, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Six Years Ago Today: YouTube blocked in Thailand

http://2bangkok.com/blockedyoutube.html


Cake for the New PM

April 4, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 4, 2013 
Left, Thaksin’s sister Yaowapha Wongsawat: Before going there to eat… I’ve got to win the election first… 
Right, Thaksin speaking to Yingluck: If I’m not there, nobody can touch the cake…understand!!? 
Yingluck: Yes. 
On the cake: 2.2 trillion 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130404manager.jpeg


Weekly News Magazines, March 29, 2013

April 4, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend, March 29, 2013 
Cover reads: The King in Our Hearts 

From Matichon Weekly, March 29, 2013 
Cover reads: ‘Dr. Poo’, 2 trillion to overhaul the country 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Nation-Weekend_29-Mar-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Matichon-Weekly_28-Mar-2013.jpg


From ASTV Manager Weekend, March 30, 2013 
Cover reads: Stomach pounding love 



Freeing the Political Prisoners: “Amnesty… amnesty… amnesty…
amnesty… amnesty…”

April 4, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, March 16, 2013 
Cartoon title: Just chewing, when will it be broken? 
On the headband: UDD  
Man biting chain says: Amnesty… amnesty… amnesty… amnesty… amnesty… 
On shorts of giant man: Victims of the April-May 2010 incidents 
On chained ball: Ambushing suppression; chasing to kill; putting in jails; false accusations 
Sign carried by Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra reads: Take our friends out of jail. 
Man mouse: Release political prisoners.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130316thairathsia.jpg


Remembering the Thaksin Years: Hiding assets in mistresses’
accounts

April 4, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia, The Thaksin Years

From Thairath, April 4, 2001 
Cartoon title: Hi there… How much did you it there? 
On blanket: Hiding assets in mistresses’ accounts 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/ScreenShot004.jpg


Thailand: supermarket oneupmanship

April 4, 2013
Categories: Economy

Thailand: supermarket oneupmanship – FT, Paril 3, 2013 
…Clearly, Thailand’s supermarket retailers see enormous growth potential in the domestic market. Experts
agree. The Thai Retailers’ Association expects the retail market to grow 10-12 per cent this year and the Thai
Shopping Centres’ Association said that the sector will draw additional investment of Bt120bn in the next
five years. Property consultant CBRE Thailand says that growth in retail investment and shopping centre
construction is unlikely to slow…

http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2013/04/03/thailand-supermarket-oneupmanship/


Blood-Soaked Bangkok: ‘Only God Forgives’ Red Band Trailer

April 4, 2013
Categories: Film and TV

 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/FAgirTtfobk

https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/FAgirTtfobk


FBI’s Most Wanted: Jason Derek Brown in Bangkok?

April 4, 2013
Categories: Crime

FBI Asks Bangkok-Based DSI For A Hand Against Wanted Man – Bernama, April 4, 2013 
…DSI Director-General Tharit Pengdit told reporters on Wednesday that his agency has been contacted by
the FBI, Thailand’s office, for updated information on the wanted American man, Jason Derek Brown, one of
five fugitives having been on the FBI’s most wanted list since 2004…

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/FBIJasonDerekBrown.jpg
http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v7/wn/newsworld.php?id=939380
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jason_Derek_Brown


Taking away the Right to Submit Grievances to the Court

April 5, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons, Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, April 5, 2013 
Left: We amend the constitution’s Article 68 because we have goodwill toward the Constitutional Court.
They are so busy so we don’t people to submit their petitions to them. 
Middle: Then don’t you worry about people’s right to submit through the Attorney-General’s Office? 
Right: Of course so we ask them to suspend some cases. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130405thairath.jpg


Ten Years Ago Today: Phuket Pass Project Limited

April 5, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Ten Years Ago Today: How to funnel money out of Thailand – The Phuket Pass Project Limited 
This mysterious type of company oftens obtains massive amounts of cash from the Thai government. In this
example it was a hastily set up entity with no background or business history. Increasingly, it is more difficult
for these kinds of deals to work as it is easy for anyone to quickly uncover the details.

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-masstransit-phuketpass.html


The Struggle to Amend the Constitution

April 5, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons, Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 5, 2015 
Cartoon title: Do you need help…!? 
On the constitution: ’07 Constitution 
On base of the constitution tray: Slaves of CNS  
On the hooded figure’s sleeve: 100 dead bodies  
Above hammer: Constitution 
On jacket of man holding the hammer on the left: Senators  
On jacket of man holding the hammer on the right: PMs.  
Phi Nooring: We don’t want the illegitimate power. 
Man mouse: Don’t call for dictatorship.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130405thairathsia.jpg


Governing the country through Skype

April 5, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, March 27, 2013 
Left: We are at the age of trading through e-commerce, doing financial transactions through e-banking,
bidding through e-auction. 
Middle: Man:  And governing the country through e-government. 
Woman: How does the e-government work? 
Right: Governing the country through Skype. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130327thairathchai.jpg


Thaksin’s legal counsel replies to SCMP article

April 5, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

Thaksin’s legal counsel lashes back at usual – Xinhua, April 4, 2013 

…Noppadon said that as a brother, Thaksin was obviously proud of his sister and has supported her since she
decided to enter politics.Noppadan also dismissed speculations that Yaowapa Wongsawat, another sister of
Thaksin, had been prepared to stand by as possible replacement for Yingluck in case the prime minister is
found guilty by the Supreme Court of asset concealment charges and would be forced to vacate her post…

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/indepth/2013-04/04/c_132284508.htm


How the Thai super-rich hide their wealth: Thaksin’s ex-wife
Potjaman in secret offshore files

April 5, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

‘Crony’ of African Strongman Among Thai Names in Secret Offshore Files – icij.org, April 3, 2013 

Nearly 600 Thais have owned offshore companies in the British Virgin Islands and other havens. 
Politicians and billionaire business magnates are among the prominent Thais listed in secret documents as
owners of offshore holdings in tropical tax havens. 
The list includes the former wife of ousted Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, a sitting senator, a former
high-ranking defense ministry official, Forbes-listed tycoons, and a former government minister whose
assets in the United States are frozen because of her alleged links to Zimbabwean dictator Robert Mugabe… 
In 2010, about $1.4 billion of Shinawatra’s family assets were seized after he was found guilty by the
Supreme Court of corruption and abuse of power to benefit his family’s telecommunication company, Shin
Corporation, while he was prime minister. Later the same year, the Supreme Court also determined that he
used offshore entities to conceal his ownership of shares in Shin Corporation — ownership that ought to
have been revealed under Thai law. 
The ICIJ documents reveal that while the former Prime Minister’s then-wife Potjaman was fighting her
separate court battles against the corruption charges she purchased an offshore company called Premium
Select Inc. 
It was incorporated in the British Virgin Islands in 2007, and soon after she was listed as the sole owner. The
company was set up with the help of a Singapore subsidiary of Swiss banking giant UBS. Two BVI holding
companies were appointed as on-paper stand-ins for Potjaman — Execorp Limited as the “nominee”
director and Sharecorp Limited as “nominee” shareholder…

Earlier: Selling Shin Corp via Ample Rich – The Politics of Tax

http://www.icij.org/offshore/mugabe-crony-among-thai-names-secret-offshore-files
http://2bangkok.com/the-fascinating-ample-rich-tax-case-in-thailand-comes-to-an-end.html


How did CP Group’s Dhanin come up with US$9.4 billion for the
Ping An buy?

April 5, 2013
Categories: Business

UBS was mystery lender for Thai group’s Ping An buy from HSBC – sources – Reuters, April 4, 2013 
The mystery lender behind a Thai billionaire’s $9.4 billion purchase of a stake in China’s No.2 insurer was
UBS, people with direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters, revealing how the bank stepped in at the last
minute to offer a complex financing package known only to a few involved…

http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/04/us-cp-ubs-idUSBRE9330WV20130404


Parking Spots Are Replacing Vibrant Street Life in Yangon

April 6, 2013
Categories: Myanmar/Burma

Parking Spots Are Replacing Vibrant Street Life in Yangon – The Atlantic, April 4, 2013

http://www.theatlanticcities.com/design/2013/04/influx-cars-yangons-public-space-may-be-peril/5187/


The Economist’s obituary for Khmer Rouge foreign minister Ieng
Sary

April 6, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Ieng Sary – economist.com, April 6, 2013 

…You could say he was a proper revolutionary, in drab jacket, cap and scarf, railing against “economic
saboteurs” who wasted food and “traitors”, undoubtedly CIA or KGB agents, who smoked Western
cigarettes or had non-Cambodian blood. Yet he had been born in loathed Vietnam (his old Vietnamese name
swapped for a Cambodian nom de guerre) to a Chinese mother and a rich father, and had become the very
model of a hated French-speaking intellectual. Despite all that, slippery as an eel, he triumphantly survived
inside the regime. 
He was also increasingly rich. The peasant-poverty enjoined by the Khmers Rouges, and practised by some,
never appealed to him. In 1982 (the movement still pretending to govern Cambodia from bases on the Thai
border) he gave up the job of foreign minister to become minister of economics and finance, which required
China’s largesse of more than $1 billion to flow through his hands. He made deals, too, with Thai sapphire-
mining and logging companies. The rough frontier town of Pailin became his bailiwick, containing his large
villa and bungalows, each with a tank parked outside, for his supporters. In 1996, sensing change in the
wind, he persuaded thousands of Khmer Rouge troops to defect from Pol Pot, leave the jungle and claim an
amnesty from the prime minister, Hun Sen, and King Sihanouk—a man to whom he had always bowed,
while feeling nothing but contempt for him…

http://www.economist.com/news/obituary/21575742-ieng-sary-foreign-minister-and-brother-no-3-cambodias-khmer-rouge-regime-died-march


Will Indonesian Steal Away Thailand’s Auto Industry?

April 6, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Thailand’s booming car industry – Detroit of the East – economist.com, April 4, 2013 

…A big question is whether Thailand’s car industry is there to stay. It will only be a matter of time until
Thailand again loses the position as ASEAN’s biggest car market to Indonesia: the archipelago is a much
bigger place and growing fast. The danger is that foreign carmakers may be tempted to move production
there. Should that ever happen, it will take time. According to a recent study by the Boston Consulting
Group, Thailand beats Indonesia on almost all important metrics: competitiveness, infrastructure, business
environment, tax incentives, labour cost and so on…

http://www.economist.com/blogs/schumpeter/2013/04/thailands-booming-car-industry


Tampering with the Constitution

April 6, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons – Arun

From Arun, April 6, 2013 
Cartoon title: Political Parties 
Caption: 40 senators submitted a complaint to the Constitution Court to dissolve any political party involved
in the amendment of sections 68 and 287 of the constitution.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130406Arun.jpg


How the Cambodian Government Uses Trumped Up Terrorism
Charges to Punish Critics

April 6, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Cambodia’s Terrorism Trump – IHT, April 5, 2013 

…Two weeks ago the Cambodian National Police triumphantly announced they had unmasked a group of
terrorists in a suburb of Bangkok: six men, including three Buddhist monks, from the Khmer Krom ethnic
minority who had fled to Thailand seeking political asylum. They were brought back to Cambodia under
mysterious circumstances and immediately thrown in jail. 
…Alleged terrorist plots, each more improbable than the last, emerge every few years in Cambodia, often
conveniently involving pamphleteers, minorities and members of the opposition. It seems that Hun Sen, ever
eager to cast himself as the only viable force for stability in a country that was mired in civil war for decades,
is following the successful autocrat’s basic rule: If your political opponents don’t seem dangerous enough,
conjure up some more frightening ones…

http://latitude.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/04/04/cambodias-terrorism-trump/?ref=global-home


Five Years Ago: Thailand’s wealthy untouchables

April 7, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Four Years Ago: Thailand’s wealthy untouchables

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-news-11272.html


Change from ‘the Venice of the East’ to ‘the Cyprus of the East’

April 8, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, March 28, 2013 
Left: Mr. Suranand said that Prime Minister Yingluck received an honorary doctorate from Auckland
University because for the past year… 
Middle: Man: …she can obviously change the country. 
Short man: How change it? 
Right: Change it from ‘the Venice of the East’ to ‘the Cyprus of the East.’ 
Signs held by demonstrators: Help us. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130328thairathchai.jpg


Yaowapha Doesn’t Care Anymore

April 8, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 8, 2013 
Cartoon title: Monday comic series 
Top right: Shadow 
Jeh has lost incentives.

Caption: Before this, Jeh Doh worked out pretty hard. 
Trainer: Good Jeh… it’s half an hour now. You may stop now. 

‘

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407801.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407803.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407804.jpg


Trainer: Run half an hour more, and burn 200 calories.

Khanit Na Nakhon on TV: NACC meeting on the case of Baht 30 million loan that Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra
lent to her common law husband’s company…

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407805.jpg


…resolved that there was no sign of intention to conceal the deal. Therefore, the committee unanimously
agreed not to take the case.

Trainer: Oh Jeh… Why do you stop? It’s not half an hour yet.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407807.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407808.jpg


I’m fatigued… and hungry!

Trainer: Then we could just control your diet… Just have some salad and juice…

Yaowapha: Bring me pork knuckle and mantou… Hainan chicken rice… Durian in coconut milk for
dessert!… Fast. 
Trainer: Jeh! I thought you said you want to look good?

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407809.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407810.jpg


Yaowapha: I don’t care anymore… Pretty… or good looking!!!

Yaowapha: Damn! I thought I’d be the next premier. Work my ass off… Sis Poo just make it! 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/556000004407812.jpg


Government Debt

April 8, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, April 8, 2013 
PM Yingluck Shinawatra says: The government’s 2-trillion-baht loan program 
Coin bags in the background: Debt 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130408komchadluek.jpg


Chalerm and Peace

April 9, 2013
Categories: Chalerm Yubamrung, Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, April 9, 2013 
Left: Deputy PM Chalerm Yubumrung: Why does everybody want me to go to the South? 
Reporter: Because you are a symbol of peace. 
Middle: Deputy PM Chalerm Yubumrung: You mean if I go to the south, then peace will certainly happen? 
Right: It means that when the peace certainly happens, you will go to the south. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130409thairath.jpg


The murderer is still loose

April 9, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 9, 2013 
Caption: The murderer is still loose. The commander is also unable to be captured. Anniversary of the 10
April 2010 incident 
Sign: Khok Wua Intersection 
Flags: Real democracy, call for justice, anti-dictator 
Wreath: For heroes 
Papers nears skulls: Fabio Polenghi, Hiroyuki 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130409thairathsia.jpg


Head in the Sand

April 9, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 9, 2013 
Ostrich: Hey duck, what are you afraid of and why do you stick your head in the sand like me? 
Duck: Afraid of going to the 3 southernmost provinces. 
Caption: The same instinct of the two birds. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/120409Manager.jpeg


“Gruesome killings” perpetrated by Thaksin govt means he is a
stumbling block to southern peace

April 9, 2013
Categories: The Thai Deep South

Politics obstructing peace – The Star, April 7, 2013 
…Then, in the midst of preparatory bilateral meetings, without being asked, the Thai side let it be known that
it “would not rule out” a role for Thaksin Shinawatra, Yingluck’s brother and deposed former prime minister. 
Either Yingluck’s government had decided to appoint Thaksin as its representative, or he had volunteered for
the role. Experience suggests the latter, plus the whole initiative having secretly originated with him. 
That just about sums up the meagre prospects of any real peace…

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2013/4/7/focus/12938347&sec=focus


Thatcher’s role in Cambodian peace

April 9, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Thatcher’s role in Cambodian peace – websitesrcg.com, April 9, 2013 

…Mrs Thatcher came to Thailand in August, 1988 on her way back to London from a visit to Hong Kong
particularly to look at the Cambodian situation, of which she had no first-hand experience, but which she
realized was of importance to the future stability and prosperity of the region. To that extent she was well
ahead of one of her illustrious predecessors in the Conservative Party, Sir Winston Churchill, who in his 79th
year was heard to remark: “I have lived 78 years without hearing of bloody places like Cambodia”…

http://www.websitesrcg.com/border/why-the-border.html


Channel 5 uses Meryl Streep photo on the occasion of Margaret
Thatcher’s death

April 9, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Thai TV station red-faced after Thatcher-Streep gaffe – asiancorrespondent.com, April 9, 2013 

Taiwan, Thai TV stations sorry for Thatcher photo gaffes – AFP, April 9, 2013

http://asiancorrespondent.com/104732/thai-tv-station-red-faced-after-thatcher-streep-gaffe/
http://asiancorrespondent.com/104732/thai-tv-station-red-faced-after-thatcher-streep-gaffe/
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i_PYT4Skfkq3md9QiPtFwOleVrew?docId=CNG.1718594e570a673b5b4464be58969843.181


Old Sexpats Club members and their young Thai women

April 9, 2013
Categories: Thailand in the International Media

The Old Sexpats Club members and their young Thai women – Telegraph, April 9, 2013 
… So, older men – who probably never had such beautiful, charming and acquiescent women give them the
time of day even when they were young and virile – get to fulfil their fantasies. Wealthy, older men with
younger, trophy wives, is a cliché in Western society. This new take on elder care simply lowers the entry
cost, making such relationships available for the average bloke. For the women, it brings a substantial
redistribution of tourist income. Clearly, these relationships are not acceptable in polite Thai society, but
they do sometimes evolve into marriage – German is the most common nationality of foreign husbands. 
But with few opportunities for so many women, who are we to judge the choices the women have made? And,
as for the men, trouble only arises when they forget the social context of the relationship and become
delusional about its true nature. If they do not want to be part of the Old Sexpats Club, then they should not
play the game.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/expat/expatlife/9972174/The-Old-Sexpats-Club-members-and-their-young-Thai-women.html


Myanmar: Cities Ready for Thingyan Water Festival

April 10, 2013
Categories: Myanmar/Burma, Songkran

Cities Ready for Thingyan Water Festival – The Irrawaddy, April 8, 2013 
In just a few days, Rangoon will be transformed into a chaotic seething mass of gyrating dancers and
pulsating music, as residents take to the streets to bring in the New Year. 
Water cannons and hoses at the ready, revelers will drench anyone who comes within range during the
Thingyan water festival that starts on April 14…

http://www.irrawaddy.org/archives/31682


Five Years Ago: Lese Majeste Accusations

April 10, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Police officer files complaint alleging BBC reporter insulted King

Thai couple faces lese majeste charges for not standing for royal anthem in cinema

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-news-11267.html
http://2bangkok.com/thai-couple-faces-lese-majeste-charges-for-not-standing-for-royal-anthem-in-cinema.html


Wary of China, Companies Head to Cambodia

April 11, 2013
Categories: Cambodia

Wary of China, Companies Head to Cambodia – NYT, April 9, 2013 

…Foreign companies are flocking to Cambodia for a simple reason. They want to limit their overwhelming
reliance on factories in China. 
…last year was the first time since comparable recordkeeping began in the 1970s that Cambodia received
more foreign investment per person than China…

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/09/business/global/wary-of-events-in-china-foreign-investors-head-to-cambodia.html


RIP… The Iron lady

April 11, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 11, 2013 
Title: RIP… The Iron lady 
Phi Nooring: Sincere condolences 
Man mouse: British heroine 
Caption: Margaret Thatcher

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130410thairathsia.jpg


Now a fire is burning Chalerm

April 11, 2013
Categories: Chalerm Yubamrung, Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, April 11, 2013 
Caption: Now a fire is burning Chalerm’s ass. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130411komchadluek.jpg


Thaksin must borrow money to be prosperous

April 11, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 11, 2013 
Thaksin Shinawatra: We must borrow and be indebted to have projects constructed so that our country is
prosperous… 
Bird: But while on the last election campaign, you said you can do all that without borrowing… liar. 
Caption: In this country, only birds and crows know this guy is a liar. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130411manager.jpeg


One Year Ago: Thaksin’s Failed Peace Talks Denied

April 11, 2013
Categories: Today in History

One Year Ago: Malaysian Newspaper Reports on the Thaksin-Separatists Peace Talks

http://2bangkok.com/malaysian-newspaper-reports-on-the-thaksin-pulo-peace-talks.html


Phi Mark kha… and the Southern Mae Nak

April 11, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 11, 2011 
Cartoon title: Phi Mark kha….and the Southern Mae Nak 
On Death’s sleeve: 100 dead bodies  
On smoke: Obstructing peace talk in the three Southern provinces 
On bomb: Outlaw power 
On table: Talk for peace 

Phi Nooring: Feeling sorry for those who are suffered from losses. 
Man mouse: Stop messing up the South 
On funeral wreath: Mournfullness 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130411thairathsia.jpg


Three Years Ago: Chavalit and the Dominatrix

April 11, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Chavalit and the Dominatrix

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/120404thairath.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/chavolit-and-the-dominatrix.html


Yingluck and the ghost movie

April 12, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek, Film and TV

From Komchadluek, April 12, 2013 
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra: Borrow too much… my brother!! 
On the bag: 2-trillion-baht loan

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130412komchadluek.jpg


Happy Songkran 2013

April 12, 2013
Categories: Songkran

(Source: Photo, circa 1920’s)

Above: Traditional image of Songkran – Pouring fragrant water over the hands of the elderly in the rod nam
dam hua ceremony.

From Thairath, April 6, 2012 
The cartoon title reads: If you cannot get over Thaksin… then some people will be sorrowful and some will

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/191020s-SIAM-Siamese-Woman.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/120406thairath.jpg


be joyful. 
On the hooded figure: Objection to Thaksin’s amnesty – Gave an order to suppress people. 
On the Thaksin figures: Wanna go home & Love Thaksin 
Small Thaksin at bottom left: Give back justice. 
Other small Thaksin: Bring the one who kill people to be punished.

 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/276Aqb5Uz38

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Above: Songkran on Khao Sarn Road

More past Songkran stories here and here

https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/276Aqb5Uz38
http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-songkran-index2004.html
http://2bangkok.com/category/thai-holidays/songkran
http://2bangkok.com/category/thai-holidays/songkran?page=2


(Photo: Rapee for 2Bangkok.com)

Above: Spectacular images from along Ratchadamneorn Road from Songkran 2005 when the Thai Rak Thai
government was promoting Thai holidays for a world audience. After they were ousted, this sort of
promotion ceased.

Above: Songkran is known as the worst time of the year for vehicle-related deaths caused mostly by
drunkenness and careless motorcycle drivers.

From Komchadluek, April 13, 2011 
The caption to the photo reads: Cutting off accidents – The police from the Highway Police division and the
Buriram Highway police launch the mascot of “Sargent Safety” and “Volunteer Death Messenger” and

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Komchadluek110413.jpg


provide drinking water, maps and sacred water from Luangpor Koon for drivers as part of the campaign to
cut accident rate during Songkran. 
The words on the sign around the devil’s neck reads: speed drivers who hurt other – Coming to take the
careless drivers – Love drunk drivers



Weekly News Magazines, April 5, 2013

April 12, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend, April 5, 2013 
Cover reads: Phi Mark khaaaa  
Banner on the left reads: The country’s debts creating the people’s incomes: the Pheu Thai Party 

From Matichon Weekly, April 5, 2013 
Cover reads: Opposing-half heartedly 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Nation-Weekend-_5-April-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Matichon-Weekly_5-April-2013.jpg


From ASTVManager, April 6, 2013 
Cover reads: Phi Mak… Fever 



Exports and the Strong Baht

April 12, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Post Today, March 29, 2013 
Kittirat Na Ranong: It must be right… a bit more…  
Prasarn Trairatvorakul: Hey… Mess mess… It must be more left…

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130329Posttoday.jpg


Defamation charges chill labour rights inquiries in Thailand

April 13, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Defamation charges chill labour rights inquiries in Thailand – HRW, April 12, 2013 
…”The prosecution of Andy Hall strikes at the very core of efforts by human rights defenders to end
pervasive abuses of workers in Thailand’s export industry,” Adams said. “International companies sourcing
from Thailand should raise concerns with the government that using criminal charges to silence rights critics
could adversely affect the overall reputation of Thailand’s major export sectors. The Thai government should
welcome efforts to protect worker’s rights, not penalize them.”

http://www.ifex.org/thailand/2013/04/12/labour_rights_inquiries/


Asian airlines replacing older cabin crews to rejuvenate brand
image and appeal to passengers

April 13, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News, Airports and Airlines

How one Thai budget carrier keeps its flight attendants young and hot – CNN, April, 2013 
….”Pretty girls who are not very nice due to maybe big egos and ugly ones who may have beautiful
characters can become Nok Air cabin attendants,” said Patee. “What we do is combine the best of the two —
beautiful girls with nice personalities…”

http://travel.cnn.com/bangkok/life/thai-budget-carrier-young-295067


Google tribute to Songkran today

April 13, 2013
Categories: Songkran

https://www.google.co.th/


No less than any other nation

April 14, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, April 14, 2013 
Cartoon title: No less than any other nation

Top left: England has Stonehenge, Thailand has the Hopewell pillars.

Top middle: Italy has the leaning tower of Pisa, Thailand has the leaning tower of Rangsit

Top right: Bagdad has the world wonder Hanging Gardens of Babylon, Thailand has floating toilets of SCG

Bottom left: Japanese hunt for whales in international waters, Thais hunt for elephants in national parks.

Bottom middle: The Netherlands have the red light district, Thailand has the red light parliament.

Bottom right: Greece has the extreme populism, Thailand also has the utmost one. 
On the ship: populism

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130414thairathchai.jpg


Amnesty: Let it burn, let it clash, not afraid to die

April 14, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 14, 2013 
Title: Let it burn, let it clash, not afraid to die. 
Pheu Thai Members of Parliament Warachai Hema and Jarupong Ruangsuwan are carrying a battering ram.
On the battering ram: Amnesty Bill 
On the shirts at below left: Oppose reconciliation 
Words in front of the prison: Political prisoners 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130414thairathsia.jpg


Songkran and Alcohol Sign on Silom Road

April 14, 2013
Categories: Signs and Billboards, Songkran

The sign reads: Thanks for not smoking or drinking – From the Thai Health Promotion Foundation

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/1304SongkranAlcohol.jpg


Attack the Opposition!

April 16, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 16, 2013 
Cartoon title: Breaking the Barrier of Death 
On the wall: Political prisoners 
Signs from left: PAD mob ; the opposition party protecting the dictatorship; unelected organizations ;
selected senators 
On rocket: Amending the amnesty act, reconciliation
Carrying the rocket, from front: Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra; Parliament Spokesperson Somsak
Kiatsuranon 
On shirt of man carrying the rocket: UDD  
Phi Nooring: Must be courageous! 
Man Mouse: Help friends out of jails.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130416thairathsia.jpg


Songkran Cartoons 2013 from Komchadluek

April 16, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek, Songkran

From Komchadluek, April 13, 2013 
The cartoon reads: Slashing water: Happy Songkran Day 2556 (year 2013) 
Nation iSnap: see more picture and video 
Sign along the road: 2-trillion-baht loan

In the car: (front row) Finance Minister Mr.Kittiratt Na-Ranong, Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, (2nd
row) Transport Minister Chadchat Sittipunt, another Thaksin’s sister Yaowapa Wongsawat, (3rd row) re-
elected Bangkok governor Sukhumbhan Paribatra, the opposition and Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva and
(back row with a missile) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130413komchadluek.jpg


Forbidden Books

April 17, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 17, 2013 
Top left: During the dictatorship, there were many forbidden books, such as those of Sri Burapha and Jit
Phumisak. 
Top right: Even in the period of capitalism, many books are also forbidden, let alone during periods of
dictatorship. 
Bottom left: Ha!… During this period? What’s the name of the book? 
Man: …the Philosophy of Self-Sufficient Economy.



These psychos have just started their Songkran

April 17, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager, Songkran

From Manager, April 17, 2013 
Thaksin Shinawatra: Water Songkran is over… Now let’s play bloody Songkran. 
On the bowl: The Amnesty Act 
Caption: These psychos have just started their Songkran

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130417manager.jpeg


Songkran Cartoons 2013 from Khaosod

April 17, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons, Songkran

From Khaosod, April 13, 2013 
Title: Happy Songkran Day 
On the water bowl: 2-trillion-baht

Left to right: Finance Minister Kittiratt Na-Ranong, Deputy Prime Minister Chalerm Yubamrung,Prime
Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, the opposition and Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva, former Deputy PM
from Democrat party Suthep Thaugsuban and former finance minister from Democrat party Korn
Chatikavanij

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130413khaosod.jpg


Thai horror film-makers sink teeth into south-east Asian market

April 17, 2013
Categories: Film and TV

Thai horror film-makers sink teeth into south-east Asian market – Guardian, April 16, 2013 
Horror comedies such as Pee Mak Phrakanong could be hot exports for Thailand’s rapidly improving film
industry…

http://www.guardian.co.uk/film/2013/apr/16/thai-horror-film-pee-mak


Mentions of torture in Thailand: The Constitution Project’s Task
Force on Detainee Treatment

April 17, 2013
Categories: Thai Secret Prison

Mentions of torture in Thailand: The Constitution Project’s Task Force on Detainee Treatment

More on the Thai secret prison

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/ScreenShot0028.jpg
http://www.detaineetaskforce.org/
http://2bangkok.com/category/thai-secret-prison


Obama’s Run

April 18, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 18, 2013 
Boy: R.I.P. for the victims. 
Girl: Condemn the bombers. 
On the road: War with terrorists 
Bombing on the left: Boston Marathon, Oklahoma 
Bombs on the right: Middle East, North Korea, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan 
Caption: Obama… marathon 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130418thairathsia.jpg


Songkran Cartoons 2013 from Daily News

April 18, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Daily News, April 13, 2013 
Cartoon title: Worldwidely Cool, 2013 Maha Songkran 
Sign held by snake: Your body may feel hot, not your heart. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130413DailyNews.jpg


Retracing ’60s and ’70s Cambodian cinema, one building at a time

April 18, 2013
Categories: Film and TV

Retracing ’60s and ’70s Cambodian cinema, one building at a time – meniscuszine.com, April 17, 2013

http://www.meniscuszine.com/articles/2013041722463/retracing-60s-and-70s-cambodian-cinema-one-building-at-a-time/


Finnwatch Statement: Legal actions against Finnwatch researcher
are an attack against human rights defenders and freedom of
expression

April 18, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Finnwatch Statement: Legal actions against Finnwatch researcher are an attack against human rights
defenders and freedom of expression – humanrights.asia, April 18, 2013 
…Thailand’s authorities must immediately launch an investigation into the operations of Natural Fruit and its
parent company NatGroup. Human rights issues must be tackled also in the ongoing free trade agreement
negotiations between Thailand and the EU. 
Natural Fruit, a maker of tinned pineapple and juice concentrate, has submitted two lawsuits in Thailand
against Andy Hall, the migration expert who recently coordinated Finnwatch’s field research in Thailand. 
If found guilty, Mr Hall could face seven years in prison. Natural Fruit is also demanding seven million euros
for damages…

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FST-021-2013


Former Thai PM Thaksin Meets Commander-in-Chief of Burma’s
Armed Forces

April 18, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Former Thai PM Thaksin Meets Min Aung Hlaing in Burma – The Irrawaddy, April 18, 2013 
…A Bangkok-based British journalist, Larry Jagan, said he had learned that Thaksin had purchased property
in Maymyo. Jagan said he believed that Thaksin also met with Burma’s former dictator, Than Shwe, during
his trip to the country. 
“I understand he bought property there to have a house there. I also believe that he met Than Shwe when he
was there . But I’m not sure whether he met Than Shwe in Maymyo or Naypyidaw,” said Jagan, who has
covered Burma for years. 
Thaksin already holds property in Dawei, the southernmost town in Tenasserim Division, where a special
economic zone is planned and the multimillion-dollar Dawei deep-sea port project is under construction. 
The former Thai premier has been spotted in Burma several times since 2011, with little explanation as to the
reason for his visits. 
A Thai observer told The Irrawaddy that she did not know of the reason for Thaksin’s latest trip, but said the
ousted Thai premier has oil and gas interests in Burma…

http://www.irrawaddy.org/archives/32345


“Drag an intestine” from The Hague

April 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek, Preah Vihear

From Komchadluek, April 18, 2013 
The Thai Ambassador to The Hague, Virachai Plasai: This is the Cambodia’s intestine that I dragged from
The Hague. 

From Komchadluek, April 16, 2013 
An executioner: International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
Left-Cambodia, Right-Thailand 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130418komchadluek.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130416komchadluek.jpg


Weekly News Magazines, April 19, 2013

April 19, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend, April 19, 2013 
Cover reads: ‘Ambassador Virachai’ mobilizing flesh and blood of the Thai race

From Matichon Weekly, April 19, 2013 
Cover reads: Nong Nuay Raksa Loke, Rangs Jung Bei

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Nation-Weekend_19-April-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Matichon-Weekly_19-April-2013.jpg


From ASTV Manager Weekly, April 20, 2013 
Cover reads: ‘Virachai’ Thailand; James Korn, a cockroach spy 



Songkran Cartoons 2013 from Matichon

April 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons, Songkran

From Matichon, April 13, 2013 
Cartoon title: 2013 Songkran 
Hiding behind the cloud is Thaksin Shinawatra. 
Man in blue shirt riding a snake is the Democrat Party leader Abhisit Vejjajiva; Man in blue shirt standing on
the ground is former deputy premier Suthep Thuaksuban. Woman riding peacock is Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra, representing the Songkran Maiden of the year who rides a peacock.]

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130413Matichon.jpg


The Mega-Debt

April 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons

From Komchadluek, March 28, 2013 
Prince of Devils: It’s not your time yet. You have to go back to help pay off debts the government has
borrowed for the next 50 years. Then it’ll be your time .

From Manager, March 28, 2013 
Doctor: Ark!! Coming out now… 
Baby inside the pregnant woman: No!!… Going to burden 50 years of debt! No! 
Caption: From now on, nobody would want to be born. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130328komchadluek.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/130328Manager.jpeg


Democrat savages attempt to stop amnesty

April 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 19, 2013 
Cartoon title: Parliament… Tarzan 
Men hanging on ropes: Hooo…. 
Papers in the air, from top: Protests, walkouts 
Paper stacks on podium, from left: Amend the constitution; the amnesty bill 
Sign on the podium reads: Spokesperson 
On back of chair: The Democrat Party 
Sign on the table at right: Quality opposition parties  
On back of the hooded figure: Order to suppress the people; 100 dead bodies 
Phi Nooring: Return to your jungle! 
Mouse: No respect for the parliament 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130419thairathsia.jpg


Defending the Homeland

April 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 19, 2013 
Hor Namhong: I didn’t expect that Virachai will fight to the death to protect his motherland.  
Premier Yingluck Shinawatra: Chooo… Don’t cheer or Cambodian people will become angry! 
Caption: Old Hor just realizes now that not every Thai is a traitor.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130419manager.jpeg


Weekly News Magazines, April 12, 2013

April 19, 2013
Categories: Thai Newspapers and Magazines

From Nation Weekend, April 12, 2013 
Cover reads: Aiya! Phi Mak fud fud digging a whole to bury Kobori 

From Matichon Weekly, April 12, 2013 
Cover reads: Phi Mak khaaa riding ‘Nadej’ to Baht 300 million 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Nation-Weekend_12-April-2013.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Matichon-Weekly_12-April-2013.jpg


From ASTV Manager Weekly, April 13, 2013 
Cover reads: Khoo Kam by ‘Nadej’ 



The National Terrorists

April 19, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

Cartoon title: The National Terrorists 
Top left, over rocket: The situation in the three provinces in the deep South 
Top right, over rocket: Movement to topple the government 
On Death’s sleeve: 100 dead bodies  
On chainsaw: Independent organizations (such as the Constitution Court). 
On the back of chair in the middle: Premier 
Sign over head of man carrying a rocket launcher: Appointed senators 
On bomb: PAD  
On the chair is Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra. 
Phi Nooring: Terrorists No. 1 
Man mouse: Stop obstructing prosperity.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130408thairathsia.jpg


Thai police colonel and wife detained in Malaysia to prevent them
from debunking Anwar sex video

April 20, 2013
Categories: Malaysia

Sex video: ‘Thai police colonel detained’ – freemalaysiatoday.com, April 20, 2013 
…Upon receiving the information, he said Pakatan Rakyat executive secretary Shabrimi Sidek went to
Hatyai to collect the evidence and bring back the witnesses to Malaysia. 
However, Badrul said Shabrimi and the witnesses – the Thai police colonel, his wife and another unknown
Thai man – were stopped at the Bukit Kayu Hitam border checkpoint by Malaysian police. 
They were taken first to a nearby police station, then kept under custody in the Kedah police contingent
headquarters in Alor Star. 
Badrul said lawyers could not have access to the detainees…

http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2013/04/20/anwars-sex-video-clone-no-show/


Way out of line, bro…

April 21, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, April 21, 2013 
Cartoon title: Way out of line, bro… 
Top left: Shot is for being drunk and throwing up in a taxi.  
Top middle: The latest Songkran fashion  
Top right: Sign reads: Olde recipe noodle 
A bowl of noodle with Ya Ba for baht 300  
Bottom left: Bull elephants in musth killing each other for a female elephant  
Bottom middle: Those who refuse to lose a bit of land to Cambodia are nationalists. 
Bottom right: On tree trunk: Legal state 
A bill to give an amnesty to the convicted is in such a hurry that it must make a cut in the queue.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130421thairathchai.jpg


Here Comes a New Shinawatra!

April 22, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Sia

From Thairath, April 22, 2013 
Title: Seem like you often think about me… now I’m coming… 
Yaowapa Wongsawat is carrying a bag with full of drinking and snacks. 
On the bag: Pheu Thai 
On name tag: Yaowapa, new MP 
In the back ground is Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra with a sign in front of her reading Prime Minister 
Papers holding by opposition men on the left: Jae D.’s order, Always blame on Jae D., Jae D. is a dictator,
order to kill people, 100 death  
Mouse: Fight through the Parliament system 
Phi Nooring: Jae is coming to fight. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130422thairathsia.jpg


Anwar ‘clone’ returns to Thailand, vows to return, reveal plot, says
lawyer

April 22, 2013
Categories: Malaysia

Anwar ‘clone’ returns to Thailand, vows to return, reveal plot, says lawyer – themalaysianinsider.com, April
22, 2013
…”They were supposed to meet with Anwar and reveal the truth during the ceramah at Permatang Pauh on
that night,” Saiful added. 
PKR had organised a “Revelation of Anwar clone” ceramah at Permatang Pauh on Friday night but due to
the arrests, PKR Sungai Acheh candidate Badrul Hisham Shahrin had to take the stage to tell the crowd
about the arrest. 
The two Thais were allegedly involved in the making of the ‘sex’ video and had decided to reveal the truth…

Earlier: Thai police colonel and wife detained in Malaysia to prevent them from debunking Anwar sex video

http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/litee/malaysia/article/anwar-clone-returns-to-thailand-vows-to-return-reveal-plot-says-lawyer
http://2bangkok.com/thai-police-colonel-and-wife-detained-in-malaysia-to-prevent-them-from-debunking-anwar-sex-video.html


Does another Asian tiger lurk in Myanmar?

April 22, 2013
Categories: Myanmar/Burma

Does another Asian tiger lurk in Myanmar? – FT, April, 2013

Also: 800 islands of Myanmar’s Mergui archipelago could become the next frontier for Asian tourism

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/26c0c3a2-a5c4-11e2-9b77-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/de15a14a-a357-11e2-ac00-00144feabdc0.html


Bangkok Post on the Thai secret CIA prison

April 22, 2013
Categories: Thai Secret Prison

Bangkok Post on the Thai secret CIA prison: US report details post-9/11 torture in Thailand 
…The report, strangely, concludes purely on speculation that the separatist violence in the South probably
led the US to ask Thailand for permission to torture al-Qaeda suspects on Thai soil. 
Unfortunately, it warps the time line out of kilter to do that, and loses credibility. The Constitution Project
claims “Thaksin Shinawatra’s suppressive policies towards the Muslim South triggered violent riots” that led
to Thailand being receptive to a CIA interrogation facility. 
In fact such unrest occurred after the CIA had used and already closed its safe house. 
The report seems on safer ground with general speculation there were “positive, long-standing
relationship(s) between the CIA and Thai intelligence counterparts built during the Vietnam War and its
aftermath”. 
If anything, the report builds on the extreme conspiracy theory that the US was involved in events in the deep
South of Thailand. 
The question of “why” Thaksin and Thailand allowed the CIA to interrogate al-Qaeda prisoners and
suspects has never been a serious mystery. In mostly popular decisions, Thailand openly aided the US in
preparations for its invasions of Afghanistan in 2001 and Iraq two years later – and Thai troops served
under US command in both countries…

Earlier articles on the Thai secret prison

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/346451/report-details-thai-role-in-post-9-11-torture
http://2bangkok.com/category/thai-secret-prison


Posing with Virachai

April 23, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 23, 2013 
Title: Now the media is facing difficulty taking a picture with Mr. Virachai.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130423manager.jpeg


Songkran Bikini

April 23, 2013
Categories: Local Beliefs, Songkran

From Thairath, April 16, 2013 
Caption: Challenging . The photo is from the Songkran festival in Ayutthaya Province. A group of young
people gathered around in front of a vocational college turning on music with high volume while a girl in a
bikini danced along amid cheering voices from men daring her to take off her clothes regardless of police
officers’ attempt to stop them.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130416thairathgirl.jpg


Veera, PM Hun Sen increases your jail term for 10 more years

April 24, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 24, 2013 
Left: Prison guard: Veera, PM Hun Sen increases your jail term for 10 more years. 
Veera: For what charge? 
Right: Your name is similar to ‘Virachai.’ 
Sign on the front of the cell: Veera Somkwamkid 
Caption: They may attack this guy instead.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130424manager.jpeg


Talking About the Border

April 24, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, April 22, 2013 
Left: Cambodian Foreign Minister Hor Namhong 
On his podium: Cambodia 
Right: Ambassador to the Netherlands and a leader of Thai legal team Virachai Plasai 
On his podium: Thailand 

From Komchadluek, April 24, 2013 
Thai Foreign Minister Surapong Tovichakchaikul said that (left) ‘we have been well preparing for this case
for over three years’, ‘let’s give up’ (right) ‘only be equal…’, ‘ and loss!!’ 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130422komchadluek.jpg
http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130424komchadluek.jpg


Thai govt says director Nontawat Numbenchapol’s film “Boundary”
is “a threat to national security”

April 24, 2013
Categories: Censorship, Film and TV

Thailand Bans Local Documentary ‘Boundary’ – Hollywood Reporter, April 23, 2013 
…“I really didn’t expect this film to be banned,” Nontawat told The Hollywood Reporter. “Everyone I’ve
spoken with who’s seen it says the film shows the point of view of every side, and that the film is neutral.
My intention was to let the film be a space for the people in the troubled territories to voice their views and
feelings to the outside world — which they haven’t had a chance to express in other Thai media.” 
Referring to either the Red Shirt protests from 2011, or the border dispute with Cambodia – or both — the
Thai Ministry of Culture division that issued the ban, added: “The film presents some information on
incidents that are still being deliberated by the Thai court and that have not yet been officially concluded…”

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/thailand-bans-local-documentary-boundary-444719


Thailand to ban 291 intl terrorists, terrorist organisations

April 24, 2013
Categories: Terrorism

Thailand to ban 291 intl terrorists, terrorist organisations – business-standard.com, April 23, 2013 
…The FATF in February agreed to upgrade Thailand’s status from dark grey to grey following the passage of
two bills to amend the Anti-Money Laundering Act and the Anti-Terrorism Act. 
Thailand hopes the changes in the laws will help convince the FATF to remove Thailand from its watch
list…

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/thailand-to-ban-291-intl-terrorists-terrorist-organisations-113042300284_1.html


Red Shirts to Block Constitution Court Unless Judges Resign

April 24, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

Red Shirt activists vow to block Constitution Court office – MCOT, April 24, 2013 
…A statement by representatives of 13 community radio stations was handed to a senior Constitution Court
official yesterday afternoon calling on all nine justices to suspend their duties to pave the way for the direct
election of new judges. 
They said they would block the Constitution Court today if no reply had been given by 8 pm yesterday…

http://www.mcot.net/site/content?id=51773609150ba0952d0001f8


The factors behind the CP takeover of Siam Makro

April 25, 2013
Categories: Business

Who wins in Thailand’s biggest ever takeover? – FT, April 24, 2013 
…But as one analyst asked on Wednesday, who is kidding who? 
…By the time the deal was announced, many shares – in both companies – had changed hands. Both CP All,
part of the CP Group, and Siam Makro, 64 per cent owned by Dutch conglomerate SHV Holdings, were
suspended from trading on Monday, shortly after CP All’s stocks had plunged more than 6 per cent. Siam
Makro’s continued surging, up 53 per cent in the year to date. On Wednesday, investors signalled their
response to the deal: Siam Makro rose more than 13 per cent to a record high, while CP All suffered a near
record slide of more than 11 per cent…

Also: Thai lucky numbers: On the day 2-3-4-5-6, the CP founder made sure his bid was 188.88 billion 
…Perhaps not too surprisingly, the value of the takeover bid from the Thai group’s subsidiary CP All Plc
comes to 188.88 billion baht. Chinese consider the number 8 to be lucky. For example, the 2008 Beijing
Olympics began on 8/8/2008 at 8:08:08pm…

Thai 7-Eleven King Turns Retail Dream to Stock Nightmare – Bloomberg, April 25, 2013 
…Dhanin’s CP All, which runs more than 6,800 7-Eleven stores in Thailand, slid 10 percent in Bangkok
yesterday — the most in more than four years — after saying it will pay $6.6 billion for discount wholesaler
Siam Makro Pcl. (MAKRO) The offer is 41 percent above Siam Makro’s average price in the prior 20 days, a
record premium for a retail deal in emerging Asia, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. CP All’s bid
also represents the highest multiple to net income, the data show…

Thai Billionaire’s 7-Eleven Reaps 1,700% Gain: Chart of the Day – Bloomberg, April 25, 2013

http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2013/04/24/who-wins-in-thailands-biggest-ever-takeover
http://www.bangkokpost.com/business/news/346883/dhanin-lucky-feng-shui-backs-makro-purchase
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-04-24/cp-all-dream-in-thai-bid-turns-stock-nightmare-real-m-a.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-04-24/thai-billionaire-s-7-eleven-reaps-1-700-gain-chart-of-the-day.html


Mirror, mirror, who is the most beautiful?

April 25, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 25, 2013 
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra: Magic mirror, please tell me who the most beautiful woman on Earth
right now? 
Magic mirror: Alina Miron. She isn’t only beautiful, but also very smart.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130425manager.jpeg


Thai Chinese opera singers in Bangkok: illiterate performers sold
into the craft perform to dwindling audiences

April 25, 2013
Categories: Local Beliefs

In Thailand, a Not-So-Glamorous Life on Stage – NYT, April 25, 2013 
…“Someday there will be no one left to watch,” said Boonchu Chua, 53, the manager of a troupe. “That’s
disappointing, but we aren’t playing for the audience. We play for the gods.” At every performance, the
troupe pays homage to the spirits of the local temple…

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/25/world/asia/in-thailand-a-not-so-glamorous-life-on-stage.html


After worldwide media scrutiny, Thai film board unbans
“Boundary” citing a “technical mistake”

April 25, 2013
Categories: Film and TV

Ban Verdict Overturned: “Boundary” has been cleared to screen with 18-plus rating” 
The Film and Video Board, attached to the Office of Cultural Promotion, contacted the filmmaker of
Boundary on Thursday to apologize for the “technical mistake” regarding the ban order on Tuesday, April
23. The filmmaker was informed that the ban order was the decision of a sub-committee that in fact has no
authority to issue such verdict. Only the main committee has the jurisdiction to do so. When the main
committee saw the film on Thursday, April 25, they decided to let the film pass. Also, before banning any
movie, the committee is required to allow its director to defend himself, but that didn’t happen on Tuesday. 
However, the censors asked the director to remove two seconds of ambience sound in an early scene. That
scene is the New Year’s celebration at Ratchaprasong Intersection during which an MC announces on stage:
“Let’s count down to celebrate HM the King’s 84th anniversary”. The censors expressed concerns that this
might lead to misinterpretation. 
The filmmaker realizes that the sound has no significance to the story of the film and agreed to mute it. 
The sub-committee who banned the films cited several inappropriate issues and presentation, but the main
committee does not object to any of them. Besides those two seconds of audio, the entire film remains intact. 
Nontawat Numbenchapol 
25 April 2013

Earlier: Thai govt says director Nontawat Numbenchapol’s film “Boundary” is “a threat to national security”

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/532038_578843992148164_1624213276_n.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=578843992148164&set=a.539182882780942.126754.505981319434432&type=1&theater
http://2bangkok.com/thai-govt-says-director-nontawat-numbenchapols-film-boundary-is-a-threat-to-national-security.html


Who Will the Police Crack Down On?

April 26, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai

From Thairath, April 26, 2013 
Left: Prepare teargas to end the mob. This time it will be a heavy crackdown. 
Middle: Isn’t it the Red Shirt protest to impede the Constitution Court? 
Right: No, but the intelligence agency said that Seh Ai will set up a mob again.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/130426thairathchai.jpg


Cursing the Judges

April 26, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 26, 2013 
Caption on the left: Ancient witch doctor 
The ancient witch doctor: Oam… My sacred buffalo, get into my enemy’s stomach and butt his stomach. 
Caption on the right: Witch doctor in the digital era 
Thaksin Shinawatra: Oam… the red buffaloes, invade the Constitution Court and butt all the judges.

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/130426manager.jpeg


Let’s Say We’re Doing It For Democracy

April 26, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, April 26, 2013 
Former PM Thaksin Shinawatra: Let’s say we’re doing it for democracy–not for me. Understand!! 
Parrot: Do it for democracy. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/130426komchadluek.jpg


Five Years Ago: Anti-PAD Attacks

April 26, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Five Years Ago: Anti-PAD Attacks 

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-thaimediaproject-anti-pad.html


Nine Years Ago: Democrats deny copying Thaksin’s policies

April 26, 2013
Categories: Today in History

Nine Years Ago: Democrats deny copying Thaksin’s policies

http://2bangkok.com/2bangkok-news-7840.html


Seven Years Ago: The Unusual Election

April 26, 2013
Categories: Today in History

 
 

(Photo: 2Bangkok.com)

Above: Voting booth arrangement on April 2, 2006 with booths arranged facing out. Critics contended this
unusual change allowed peoples’ voting choices to be seen.

Seven Years Ago: The Unusual Election

http://2bangkok.com/elections2006.html


Iranians arrested after botched Bangkok terror plot claim
innocence – Didn’t know their rented home was full of bombs

April 26, 2013
Categories: Security

2 Iranian men arrested last year after botched Bangkok terror plot proclaim their innocence – AP, April 26,
2013
…One of the two Iranians, Saeid Moradi, said Friday that he found two radio bombs in the cabinet of the
home, which he said he slept in for just one night. He said he didn’t know where the bombs came from and
that he immediately tried to take them outside to dispose of them. 
Moradi, a factory technician from Tehran and a former soldier, dropped one of the bombs in an alley, then
encountered two policemen on a nearby street. He said he feared police would try to search him and could
detonate the bomb by mistake, so he dropped it and it exploded — blowing off his legs…

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/iranian-who-lost-legs-in-explosion-on-bangkok-street-says-hes-innocent-of-thai-terror-plot/2013/04/26/846de15e-ae40-11e2-b240-9ef3a72c67cc_story.html


Negotiation to resolve the southern violence

April 27, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Thairath - Chai, The Thai Deep South

From Thairath, April 6, 2013 
Title: Trap 
Bus: Peace, Negotiation to resolve the southern violence 
Hole: Impeding the negotiation for peace in the three southernmost provinces 
Phi Nooring: Isn’t it enough violence? 
Man mouse: Stop attacking the South

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/130406thairathsia.jpg


Footage of Security Guard Acting Aggressively To Skateboarders
Raises Controversy

April 27, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/__i_xFrtW_k

Footage of Security Guard Acting Aggressively To Skateboarders Raises Controversy – KhaoSod, April 26,
2013
Widely criticized in the current online social networks is this video clip of world class skateboarders, Fallen
Team, who have traveled to Thailand to participate in the Extreme Sports Show, being told who’s boss by
Thai security guard, claiming he is “Dang Bireley”, a famous gangster of the 1950’s…

https://youtube.com/watch?v=http://www.youtube.com/embed/__i_xFrtW_k
http://www.khaosod.co.th/en/view_newsonline.php?newsid=TVRNMk5qazRPVGszT0E9PQ==&subcatid=


Businessman with Washington ties feared kidnapped in Thailand

April 27, 2013
Categories: Crime

Businessman with Washington ties feared kidnapped in Thailand – kirotv.com, April 27, 2013 
…Sims says a Thai security guard saw Springer either sick or impaired, being guided by a woman into a car
near his home. 
“We think someone must have drugged him, and taken him away,” Sims said…

http://www.kirotv.com/news/news/businessman-washington-ties-feared-kidnapped-thail/nXZM6/


Don’t worry, Boss!! No matter what, we will hasten to bring you
back home.

April 29, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, April 29, 2013 
Don’t worry, Boss!! No matter what, we will hasten to bring you back home. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/130429komchadluek.jpg


English-language version of Yingluck speech extolling Red Shirts
who “fought back for their freedom”

April 29, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

Thai PM Gives Strong Speech on Democracy – KhaoSod, April 29, 2013 
…Many of you here know that the government I am talking about was the one with my brother, Thaksin
Shinawatra, as the rightfully elected Prime Minister. 
…Thai means free, and the people of Thailand fought back for their freedom. In May 2010, a crackdown on
the protestors, the Red Shirts Movement, led to 91 deaths in the heart of the commercial district of
Bangkok…

http://www.khaosod.co.th/en/view_newsonline.php?newsid=TVRNMk56SXhPVEUyTlE9PQ==&sectionid=


Fetch Democracy

April 30, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Komchadluek

From Komchadluek, April 30, 2013 
Former PM Thaksin Shinawatra: Go get it quickly. 
A dog is running after a small model of Democracy Monument. 

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/130430komchadluek.jpg


Court Encircled by Buffaloes

April 30, 2013
Categories: Editorial Cartoons - Manager

From Manager, April 30, 2013 
Caption: Are we going to remain idle… and let these 9 old men fight on their own?

http://2bangkok.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/130430manager.jpeg


Thailand to use China’s GPS system

April 30, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Thailand is Beidou navigation network’s first overseas client – SCMP, April 4, 2013 
…”If Thailand can embrace Beidou, other countries may follow and the Americans’ political, economic and
military power in the region will be reduced.” 
But the showcase project came with a big cost. According the agreement, China will not only build a
national remote sensing system based on Beidou for Thailand, but a large satellite ground station with an
industrial park for the development and production of Beidou receivers for the Southeast Asian market…

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1206567/thailand-beidou-navigation-networks-first-overseas-client


How the Thai Government will spend US$68 billion on
infrastructure

April 30, 2013
Categories: 2Bangkok News

Here’s the pdf (3.58MB) of the Thai transport minister’s presentation

Thailand: massive transport spending plan details revealed – FT, April 29, 2013 
…In the most detailed account yet, Chadchart gave an elaborate presentation on the seven-year plan to build
high-speed railways and motorways, upgrade existing rail lines and highways, extend Bangkok’s mass-
transit system and enhance ports and airports. Virtually the entire budget will be earmarked for transport or
transport-related facilities such as truck terminals, with about one per cent going towards customs and
trade-related facilities. 
The lion’s share, or about 64 per cent of the entire budget, will go on rail projects, including four high-speed
train lines that will hook Thailand up to neighbouring countries…

http://blogs.r.ftdata.co.uk/beyond-brics/files/2013/04/130425thai-japanemailprintout.pdf
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2013/04/29/thailand-massive-transport-spending-plan-details-revealed/#axzz2RuQbkZIr


Thailand considers opening Tourist Court to speed up justice for
foreign visitors

April 30, 2013
Categories: Crime, Tourism

Thailand considers opening Tourist Court to speed up justice for foreign visitors – xinhuanet.com, April 29,
2013
…”There are so many cases in which plaintiff tourists such as those who may have been robbed or physically
assaulted have already departed from the country before they are eventually ruled in court. We’ve been
concerned that such legal snags might inadvertently fail to serve justice or maintain the confidence of the
tourists in the safety of their own lives and property while staying in our country,” Somsak said over the
weekend. 
The sought-after Tourist Court might not only work in the daytime but in the night to ensure that justice will
be served before the foreign plaintiffs return home, commented the newly- appointed minister…

http://2bangkok.com/news.xinhuanet.com/english/business/2013-04/29/c_132348897.htm


Differing Views of Yingluck’s Thaksin Speech in Mongolia

April 30, 2013
Categories: Thai Politics

Yingluck distances speech from Thaksin – Bangkok Post, April 30, 2013 
…Democrat Party spokesman Chavanond Intarakomalyasut accused the prime minister of intentionally
distorting facts. Those included the reasons behind the coup after Thaksin abused his power and interfered in
independent agencies, and the death of soldiers and protesters in the May bloodshed three years ago…

From Thaksin lobbyist Robert Amsterdam’s blog: Thai PM Yingluck aims to strengthen Thai democracy 
…Already the former and unelected Thai Prime Minister, Abhisit Vejjajiva, has condemned PM Yingluck’s
call for greater democracy in Thailand…

Earlier: English-language version of Yingluck speech extolling Red Shirts who “fought back for their
freedom”

http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/347769/pm-defends-speech-amid-criticism-she-had-bad-intentions
http://robertamsterdam.com/thailand/2013/04/29/thai-pm-yingluck-aims-to-strengthen-thai-democracy/
http://2bangkok.com/english-language-version-of-yingluck-speech-today-extolling-red-shirts-who-fought-back-for-their-freedom.html



